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SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. N i,
R AW oo
R Telaphone Rm.
-~ . Dirscter Soc'y .
Thias informative memorandum to record inquiry o
Department goncerning tapes of microphone surveillances on
Martin Luther Kifig, Jr. T
et . e i m——— oo m T — s
: On 2/5/76, Supervisor INTD, returmed
4+ a call to Mr, Quinlan J. Shea, Jr., 0 e y Attormey
General's (DAG) Staff, who said he had been informed by Civil
Rights Division Assistant Attorney General Pottimger that
Supervisor Campbell was the custodian of the King tapes and
Shea desired some information from Campbell, It was explaine
to Shea that Pottinger was apparently given a wrong impression
when he, Pottinger, listened to some o% these tapes, Supervifgtﬁ
William bell of the Laboratory played the tapes for Pottimger
, but Campbell's connection with them are primarily of a technical
Q nature. As to the "custodian" of the tapes, Shea was told that.
in Bureau reeords they are charged to Section Chief J. G. Deegan
o ‘Jand maintained in the latter's office but that if Shea wants
E to tal the person most knowledgeable as to the tapes, it yhs °
Ec:: .
Z';‘-‘-" Shea then said that his purpose in calling was a
Z Y= \3 Jdesire to protect the DAG relative to a pending suit wherein
= ,someone is attempting to obtain the tapes., He said that it wa$
© <5 Tnecessary that he give advice to the DAG to support an” appeal X
— regarding a denial of information to the person seeking the tapes.
=2 Shea indicated that research resulted in a determination that the
% = privacy issue relating to King himself could not be raised as
o =L | King is dead but that the Department was exploring the pgpi .
= issues as relating to the King family, At this point,ﬁ
=0 wd linquired as to whether or not Shea was aware of the ef
—' 7' lwhich were initiated by the King family through its attorneys
< :;(c: to obtain FBI files concerning King. Shea gaid he was not
B,

e

. Jfamiliar with this fact and itwas suggeste _ ; :
100-106670 . Bipg, a3
e By sovee. L

f"?t"__
H{m

T 1 62-116395 (Senstudy 75).
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oo Memorandum to Mr, W. R, Wannall
R Re: Martin Luther King, Jr,
3 100-106670

B might desire to consult with Assistant Attorney General
F o Antonin Scalia, (It will be recalled that ear{y in 1975,
Assistant Director Mintz was present at a conference with

o Departmental officials, including Scalia and attorneys for

Hnrs the King family because of the family's desire to obtain the
N FBl's files on King). o

—— ————

Shea sid he had no desire to hear the tapes which
* he frequently referred to as the "sex tapes" but wanted to have
ﬁf"xﬁ some idea of their contents, It was explained to him that while
S the tapes' contents were primarily of personal activities, they
were not to the exclusion of other matters such as discussions
of current events, civil rights issues and conversations

between King and his advisors.

%
e 23
e Hiﬂquired of Shea as to exactly what he L’(Q)
T wanted to know that he would use in his advice to the DAG.
: e stated that he would like to know whether or not the
el evelation of these tapes would be embarrassing to the Kin
ﬁq\? family and whether or not it would lead to an harassment o
Py the family. He was told that such revelation would be

;;, embarrassing but that it was not clear what he meant b{

B harassment., He then asked whether such revelation would likely

ali? result in the family being submitted to questions from the

B press that might be harassini_to them., He was told that such
revelations would quite likely so result., Concluding,

- told him if he desired any more information, it might be —
best for o visit his office. He responded that he did L
not antic y further needs in this matter,

ACTION: k{1c§)

None, For i/nformatii.
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' B This Buresu is in possess T8 recls of tapc
' resulting from our microphone goverage tha actigitles of Lo
" Eartin Luther King, Jr., during the poriod 1964-8%, Ve - - |
2lpo possess transcripts of these tapes,

3 er st e n D Pupsusnt to the letter of Decemder 12, 1978, - -
S5 !ro- Ir. J. Btanley Pottinger, Assistant Attorney Genornl. o
Civil Rights Division, setting forth your authoruation tcr ‘

“ e, Pottinger's access to tapes conceraing King, oa e

~ December 19, 1975, Br. Pottinger listened to some of theio )

U tapes, Im propantlo- for this heariag, one of our supervisers

.+ im the Radio Rngineerimsg Bectiom of the FBI laboratory, had ..

- 'occasion to also listem to & mumber of the tapes. He observed —

" that there had beea some deterioration in the audio quality '

L
il “\ g s
G i

- of the tapes, a condition which could eaxsily occur when such ot
e -~ tapes are retained for so long & period of time, It is hid
ﬂ.&ﬂé‘;‘ p % further observation that the fapes will dctoriorah tt LI
L SRS - ,ona -om rapid nleo l.n tho ;Qu'l lhoad. SRR W o
iy : A o h “’,L s
g,.g = " We cannot. o! aonru. nticlpato tlt“h ny de;red i

e " ot ourtllnty the need in the yearws shead %o De adle to listes
e - to and understand these tapes, whether it will be cur owm . .-

_ personnel or others whe will md to listen to them. In vm
---of the foregoing, coupled with the curreat interest ia these ttpes
by the Department and the Senate Belect Comnittee om S
tol.ugenea Activities given gonsideration to vh&
‘ﬁ'p{:o es which mld be- usod v F




Fl

‘n:‘kh eoplu na Ihich mu tlnu pmom tho Bl
“410 quality ef the tapes, Ve have, bowever, takea 7
steps to topy the tlpeﬂ"dofcrrin; suck actiom to =LY

P S e

your judgment, Unless we hoar to the coatrery tm PR
- .Jou, we will mot copy Sheme t-pu. R e

l Dowty lttomy General .- . LT
.« Attentioa: Mishsel B, mhool. Ih Cea {‘
-~ -y Bpecial Counsel fer . - 2 ,

. Intelligence Coordmtm

"1 = J. Btanley Pottinger "‘; LT
" Aswistant Attorney Gemersl’s “T T T
. Civil l.‘l.ﬂh Pivision .

1 Richard L. Thoraburgh = .
.. . Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Pivision
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In comection with Se'mte Selecr. Comictee 8 request
for cl.octtonlc sutveillance information, it is necessary to
“contact above field divisions to obtain dates that nng Vas m@‘
mrheard on known !.nstalhtim .t nbovo offices. '
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' sumpect: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR
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Memorandum 1 - M. E. S, Miller b Gim=

J" 1 - Mr, G, C. Moore Mg Coored

g Mr. Gobhardt ____

. Mr. E. S. Miller¢\ oaTE: 5/23/73 e —
*m‘.‘h /w’\ {(\Om 1~ Mr, J. A, Mintz = &aoms_s__
FROM - 6. C. Hoorev l - Mr, C, E, Glass M. Thompeca ..

5y b Re—

R - W 1 ik Bavwee .. .
SECURITY MATTER = COMMUNIST C/ . et —
PURPOSE : : -

To advise you of a New York Times article (copy
attached) on 5/21/73 containing charges by retired Special Agent (SA)

electronic surveillance material to undermine the support of ;the

late Martin Iuther King, Jr,, among his white backers.

A C
SYNOPSIS: i/ gAS
Arthur Leo Murtagh, age 51, a retired SA practicing 1
in Constable, New York, is very eritical of the Bureau and is
writing a book about his Bureau experiences, In an interview b
New York Times he made allegations that the electronic surveillance
DW‘A‘I‘A Martin Iuther 'R'“na Jr,. was part of a "ga‘l- Y'In.g“ move
ment in the FBI triggered by a hatred of King by the late Director
Hoover, Murtagh was assigned to the security squad in Atlanta which
~ handled the King case but he was working on other assigmments during
- the time of the electronic surveillance of King. He was known in
. Atlanta to be very critical of the disciplinary policies of Z
: Mr, Hoover and of the Bureau's weight program, We are checking out °
. those allegations which can be checked but our files show that the

, mwni]]nnna ﬂ‘ ?'In_g wag "‘!ﬂ*{F*ﬂA nrw‘ wr'a o a!‘\“"ﬂ!’ﬂfl ’\u €

Attomef’ General (AG) Robert Kennedy,

"lnE'rAn.s: | REC- 87 =y /(- ) 396—0

In addition to The New York Times article there are attached
copies of six Bureau documents showing the justification for and the
extent 0f our glectronic coverage of King and the propriety of that
coverage as evidenced by the fact that the coverage Was approved by

. Rahawrt Y-nnnflv the AG at the i--lu.- L M it S——

:lnclosures %
i 100-1066707 ENCL
( ). % 343 -

JUN ¥51973 "ROUTE IN ENVELOPE

v
19 .LUN 3] 1973 "
- mr ey }

a——

CONTDWUED-OVER‘

a«-“f

SEE ADDENDUM PAGE 4

R

—~ .__,_.,,..___--......,4. - - oo R R
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Memorandum G, C. Moore to Mr, E. S, Miller
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

100-106670

-

o

1 4

\

gl

The Atlanta Office has no information to confirm that
there was any attempt to assign Murtagh to the King phone tap
or that Murtagh refused to monitor the tap as he claimed in
New York Times article.

Murtagh was born 9/25/21, entered on duty as an SA on
4/16/51 and voluntarily retired 9/25/71- He served in Atlanta °

from 10/30/60 to his retirement date. He is reportedly practicing
law in Constable, New York,

Regarding Murtagh's allegation that one of the top
officials from Bureau headquarters in Washington, D, C., had tried
to persuade community leaders in Atlanta that they should not attend

a banquet for King, Atlanta has indicated that former Assistant to
the Director William C, Sullivan was in Atlanta about 1965 to attend

a conference and at that time Sullivan made an appointment with and
talked to the late Ralph McGill, editor of the "Atlanta Constitution" “
but the substance of their conversation is not known, The appoint- .
ment was reportedly arranged by SA -powtretired, 67
~ who accompanied Mr. Sullivan but did not remain during) conver-

. sation, Mr. Sullivan at the time .also attempted to arrange an

appointment with the late Bishop Hallinan of Atlanta but this

a??cmmenut did nat "‘“'"%1'1&112%. As of thig time we have found no

Nor & 5 ol AW W W ey e -
e {:

Wi 3 - ‘
<E t‘I In'l“ o, r o -~ L
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Memorandum G, C. Moore to Mr, E, S, Miller

 RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
* 100-106670

i,

A,

&

&
e

#

2

=

| information in our files regarding the nature of the conversation

between Mr. Sullivan and Mr. McGill, We are continuing our
efforts to locate such information and you will be advised of
' the results of our search,

On this subject the "Atlanta Constitution' on 5/22/73
carried an article indicating that the Mayor of Atlanta at the
time and other city and state leaders were asked by the newspaper
if the FBI had tried to interfere in anyway with the banquet for
King and all denied any knowledge of such an attempt.

Atlanta can find no record of anyone connected with
the Bureau contacting Eugene Patterson, also an editor of the
"Atlanta Constitution," regarding King's plans to meet a woman
at an airport in Florida as stated in the attached article,

In an effort to further pin down the allegation that
McG1ill and Patterson were contacted we are conducting a file
review which will be very lengthy to determine i1f there is any
record of such contacts and to determine the details thereof.
The results of this review will be furnished later, Murtagh's
charges that intimate detaills of King's personal life were
furnished to newsmen who were urged to write articles disclosing
them cannot be substantiated in Bureau files, One article by
Jack Anderson on 8/24/69 did refer to details of King's personal
misconduct and quoted from a Bureau document but our files
indicate that this information was not provided to Anderson or

anyone else except The White House which requested the interview
that developed the information,

As indicated in the attached article, Murtagh is in
the process of writing a book and is apparently using The
New York Times article to air sensationalism which will help sell
his book., Except for the allegations regarding McGill and the

' statement by Patterson there is little in the article which can
be checked out, Murtagh 1s quoted as qualifying many of his

‘statements with such statements as "in an apparent effort to

-3 - CONTINUED - OVER -
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Memorandum G, C, Moore to Mr, E. S. Miller

D« MADTTEE TIPTLIDT LF TREM b 3=
N s AMMNE LIN LAV LILESN I\J.l-‘\” [S ¥ . 9™

100-106670

symAdarmd e rinn“- Wlha wawmoe an-'n wa aadAd 0- hawra Irnales I“LA" N
WAL IULLILE hniD (=278 4 Pc‘- ﬂ\-lﬂﬂl. LE -1-F A~ lave L‘l‘-&u 11

said that he could offer no proof but that he believed completely"'
and "from all the things I saw it appeared to me.'" Perhaps his
book when published will contain more information on the bases

Farm arma Af hia al1lacatdAn
W OWIMISE WA 1ML OD ﬂ‘-‘-c&ﬂb&ulla.

Until such time that such information is forthcoming
and can be checked out we must go by the record which shows that

AanErariy o Mintaschla Anmlantvimaa thate tha alanbrranda miveral T Taman
A DL L A= 2 4 LW il L“Ell [~ LUI&J!:LLUL!:Q '-llﬂ‘- LI CLTWLLIVIIAS OWAVYELLLALILE

on King was triggered by Mr. Hoover's hatred of King, the
electronic coverage of King was justified and was approved by the
AG at the time,

The attached article has been referred to Inspector
John A, Mintz for an opinion as to any Federal violation here,
A preliminary opinion by Inspector Mintz is that there appears *

A ha ma Padaral wialavdam ha wamis ~F \‘- . Y
Wl WS AW T TUTLGL YA4AUVLAL LWL Ull il Pﬂ&l— UL 5,5
ACTION:
“.

For 1nformation. You will be kept advised of any

pete &
W =M /

ADDENDUM BY LEGALCOUNSEL, 5/23/73, JQ mfd \Q,
While the information reported in the "NY Time3%' article

attributed to former SA “ﬂ!urggix ‘does not appear to constitute a violation
of any Federal statute, it is very likely that his disclosure to the press
violated the secrecy agreement, which I understand he signed dated

April 18, 1951. If it becomes necessary, it might be possible to request

- the Department to intersede in our behalf and apply for an injunction
« prohibiting Murtagh from furnishing additional information derived
" from FHI files. Such an injunction could be based on the agreement he

slzned in 1951.

&z Mﬁo’f@@dﬂ-

A T b

R T TR A e e N T e L )



Mr. Feit
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RS ¢ @‘ o 9 Mr. Baker
- . A ) ; “r. Ca“ahaﬂ —_—
y ———m - L. ) SOV AT e T Mr. Clevelend
o IFB I Taps CaIIed PIar' . Gt
e Mr. Gebhardt .
. . o Mr. Jenkins
, T T T T T Mr. Marshall
£ ;o Dzscre dit Dr. Kin; . Miller, E.5.
T Mr. Soyars
- ¥ — - : Mr. Thompson .
_ - By WALLACE TURNER z-f e { TR e A Y Mr. Walu:s -
. * A former agent of the Fed- LR “" "'—.. ,,r'-"f- *"‘ X Roo
f eral Bureau of Investigation T ,I et = a7y ; Tele. Room
\ ;_ s2ys that in the minteen-sixues = [ - '..1 gl '.,1..'. - ;.,i.-.';’: AR Mr. B'.-!!'g =
& the burcau used materinl pained ""f""‘i 1} R Mr. Bamnes
s _in an_electronic surveiliance of e ’ -
P F the Rev. Dr. Matin Luther 3Mr. Bowers
-z King Jr. in an apparert effort s S : i
-5 to tndermine the Jate civil e r—Mr. Heringlon —
‘%, . rights Jeader’s support among T g Conmy
o " his white backers. - = ZHr. Mintz
o The former agent also said R - 1
A that many newspapermen were P % Eardley .—
BEY ) urged (o write articles disclos- s, Hogan _____
e --i. ing intimate details of Dr. L ==
. 3 Kmg's personal life—details to A >
be 1 eppl ed By the hurezn sfter . . d
t.hey were picked up in the Doem [=
A £ were said to have e h

been much more widespread
than bhad previously been re-

The former agent, Arthur
Murtagh, a S]-year-old lawyer
now praclicing in Consizble,
NY., told The New York

. - Times In an interview that im-
portant figures in the FBL

SRS {5 NPT - il

b " e T . g 5 2
v PR SRR S I A S AU St Pt b
4o AR i W A T s 3 - e

il -

" ter 21 years of service, inciud-

.

" weell-established,

omey
. scquiesced in 1963 to

v % ciations with subversive groups

‘even tricd to persuade com-

_ views with various indepandent

munity leaders in Atfanta that
they should not attend a ban-
quet that was held to honor Dr.

Unlipd Press inlsrmationg!
‘l'he Rev, Dr. Martin Luiber King Jr. leaving J. Edgarf
: Hoover's office after conferring with the F.B.L director,
s ‘on Dee. 1, 1964, Dr. King had requested the mt.ingi

King efter he won the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1964. The persu.,

- msion vas said to have include

a warming that the burcan had
derogatory information about
Dr. King that might eevntualiy4
embarrass those who attended
the banquet

Tap Disclosed In 1968

Mr. Murtagh retired from the
bureau in Septemnber, 1971, af-

-3

jng 11 years in the Atlanta of-
fice. His account w The Times 1"
been confirmed in inter-

€7

BOUTCES.

The fact that Dr. Xing's tele-
wes tapped bas been
It was dis
in 1968 while Senator

|

Robert F. Kennedy campaigned: €O
- for the Democratic Presidential

nomination.

Afier Mr. Was mur-

: Kennedy
dered in eerly June, 1968, his| and

former associates said that the
tap was installed when Mr.
Kennedy, as Att General,
J. Edgar
Hoover's repeated demands for,
suthority 1o tap. Mr. Hoover

that, Dr. King had asso-

who sought to use (hc civil

movement against the

during a bitter contioversy between the two men.

In 1968, the lap on Dr. Kingi

* was further described briefly in

, court hear.ngs involving the

draft violation conviction

» Muhamead All, thea the wo"!d

“ heavyweight boxing champion.’
These brief glimpses made it

in OT3b<E, 1963, and Was Con|
tinned st least into 1965, There
were suggestions that it lasted

until 1968, when Dr. King was
assassinated, and the bureau
has never given any informa.
tion about the tap.

“Martin Luther King became
the Na. 1 bureau interest as
far as the Atlanta office was
concerned,” Mr. Murtagh said.
The former ageni wis 4 mem-
ber of the 10-man group as-
signed to the security squad]
it was this group that
conducted the eslectronic sur-
veillance of Dr. Kinz Mr.
Murtagh said

The former agent, who
describes hiraself as cne of
a half-dozen libernls who sur-
vived in the bureau to rcach
ref.u'ement age, s2id he is now

bxs notes {o write &

book on bis experieniti——

Fighs
gut interests of the United

clear tha; the tap was institzied,

tMr Murtagh said be retired
om the bureau on the first
dly he was eligible. He was
very critical of the bureau in|
e jnierviews, which were
held at his home.
He said that he could not
offer proof, but that he
believed completely that Mr.
Hoover, as bureau director,
sought the authority to tap
Dr. King's phones in order to
get information to destroy the:
civil rights jeader and silence
his eriticism of the bureau's
.alleged failures to investigate
ithe complaints of Ncgroesi

against white law enl'o;;;mgm._
officers in~ Albany, Ga, From
1961 to 1963, '

Mr, Muﬂngh would not n
agents who took part in
surveillance. He said that

the surveiliance because he had
told the supervisor in charge
that he balieved the tap was

s T

Hmusm /ﬁxy '/0(/% 7¢

Times Herald
The Evening Star (Washingi«
The Sunday Star (Washingiot
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News {New York) .
New York Post
The New York Times 25
The Daily Worid
The New Leader
The Wall Street Jourmal
“The National Qbserver
People's World

Date . 5/21/73
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_ comc Kknown &s &

- work in the Atianta office was

o’
™

w=Whan gsked Co-enplain-howy
B e Tt

a sciplin .
fzation such as 1gc F.B.1, Mr.
Murtagh said that he had be-
cnitic of

some activities, and that his

valuable to the agents as-
signed to direct the office. -

He was paymaster, and “con-
trol.” for a network of under-
cover informers who were “in
place” in black organizations
that were growig in importance
at that time. He said, for ex-
ample, that he was sble to
learn almost anything he want-

&l ts know about the opers-

tion of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, which
Dr. King headed, ]

Mr. Murtagh said he once|
challenged the apent who ranj
the surveillance to say whether
thore was justification for the

ntention that Dr. King was
i~volved with subversives—tae
iystification for the tciephone
14p. He quoted the agent &%
1eplying. “1 would try to tell

9ihers thai there was, but, 1
wouldn't try to tell it to you.”
oM Murtagh also said that
#1e extent of the electronic
qarveiliance was never wyil
understond outside limited cir-
gles within the burcau He said
that it went on for at least
thrce years, and that more than
5,000 telephone conversations
were monitored.

Previously published accounts
of the tejephone tap have in-
dicatsd that only thres tals.
phones were involved—those in
Dr. King's home, at the South-
«rn Christian Leadership Con-
ference offices in Atlanta, and
at sn office in New York that
was used by the person that
Mr. Hoover had arpued was af
subversive attempting to misuse|
Dr. King. It was this comtention
that caused Robert Kennedy to
approve the telephone tap,

Mr. Murtagh said that tele-
phones all over the United
States wege tapped, and that it
jwas not uncommon for the
‘Atlanlz bureau to discover that
A had monjtored a call, and that
the other end of the call had
“been monitored by a diffcrent

. “The surveillance was mas-
sive and complete,” Mr. Murtagh
wiggie. They

= said. "He couldn't
<. Sad him®

Feod Into Washington '
Sources in Washington

" firmed the broad ontlines of Mr.|

Murtagh's description. These
sources confirmed that when
Dr. Kung beft Atlanta, the FBL

. ¢lectrome  purveiliance
- with him, and that his tele-

phones in hotels in other clties

were apped, ;uh -mporu ;f
imformation derived from thue’
tary fed into Washinftion as
LA Lia T 12 W, EY 1 Y9N

- In another part of his inter-
}isw, and again in & wzy that
avoided the use of names, Mr,
‘Murtagh e2id that
g ‘won

Kin
f‘ﬁze. the bureas made a well-

orchestrated attempt to under-
mine the success of the banquzt
that was held in Dr, King's
bonor in Atlanta,

The former apent said that
persons who understood his
critical attitude towand the
bureau's activities in the civil
rights field told him that xn
agen: from the Atlanta office
and one of the top officials
from Washington headquarters
had called on two religious
leaders and on the late Ralph
McGill, eoditor of the Atlanta
Constitution, to z2ilempt to per-
suade them not to attend the
banquet.

Mr. Murtagh azain would not
name the agint or the head-
quarters official. But he said
that, the morning afier the
Washington man arrived at the
Atlanta office, the agent said to
Mr. Murtagh, “We're going
get him today. Hoover is goin
1o take care of King today.”

No Attack by Editor '

| Mr. Murtagh said that the|

Ypreau had agents assigned to
be the contact men for persons
such as newspaper editors, and
that the man he quoled had
been the contact for Mr. McGill.
This agent took th: Washing-
ton man to see Mr, McGili and
the next day told Mr. Murtagh,
“1 guess McGill will be taking
care of King" But the editor
made no attack on the civil
rights Jeader.
_While the death of Mr, Mc-
Gili and the refusal of Mr.
Murtagh to name the agents
made it impossible to corro-
borzie his story, an interview
with Eugene Patterson, former
editor of The Constitution,
prodl:;c:f th.e reco!lgtéon that
paralie| A
Murtagh story by Mr.
Mr. Patterson, now president
and publisher of The St. Peters.
burg (Fla.)) Times, said that
in the spring of 19G4, he was)
cafled on by an FB.L »
whom he would not name,
“You people have been giving
support t0 Martin Luther King,~
Mr. Patterson quoled the sgent
as saying “Doa't you owe it
o your readers to tall them
what kind of man he it? Our
information s that while he
postures as a great moral leader,

is running around with wo-|-
men, Dont’ you think your read-
thig?™ )

ers ought to know

“T toid him we didn't ran g’

keyhole-peekin, news -
E{. l:t-lf-rson r‘er:nmlaerzpzi-

ing. “I told him that kind of
thing had nothing to do with
u mgmm:-—-—.

i

after Dr.|.
the Nobel Peacel:

-mrﬁ_

’-—M

Mr. Patierson said the sgent
told him that Dr. King would
meet ¢ woman at an airport in
Florida that weekend, and in-
sisted that the Constitution
send a reporter and photogra
pher to record the meeting.
_ Mr. Patterson refused.
‘days {later, the agent returned
and again insisted that “he

sewspaper would not print the
news if we give it to you,”
Mr. Patterson said. )

A day or so later, according
to Mr. Patterson, the agent
calied and said, “our informa-
tion is that the meeting is off
‘g0 s a good thing you didnt
send anybody down t here.”
In reflecting on the electronic
surveiliance of Dr. King, Mr.
Murtagh said, “from all the
things I saw. IL appeared to me
to be a ‘get Kingz' movement in
the bureau. It was triggered by
Hoover's hatred of King &s &
result of King's criticism of the
bureau back in "62 and "63.7
He also said that he was
somewhat ashamed as he re-
membered that one Saturday
night, when the King telephone
tap had been in existence for
years, he agreed to spend four
or five hours manning the lis-
tening poslt whea another agent
hid an emesrgency that took
him off duty. :

“1 don’t really know why 1
asreed to do it,” he said. “I
guess it is that you go along,
‘and watch it run end it gets 50
you really believe this is too
mammaoth and there is nothing.

1 could da.™




“3

L[] r .
Y. v

. bn..m FORm ao "

3
UNITED STATES GOVERNY ROUTD
M emomndum “

JUNE - Detoat
},’r.o 1 MR, BELMONZ‘D/ pare: . 7/16/63 W&E%

. ) . T _‘ _ : '," ¥ v.._vI“ ‘;‘.7—:_;“.."-‘

’ - . < C . . ¢C¢ hr, Belmiont : M—_‘ Trotes — 1 °
rmmoM :  C. A. Evans/ - Mr. Sullivan = 7 = Tek.Roem

,/ Hr. Evans . . 'I“'. ,'-'M

O,

et

‘sumjecr: | COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN
a7 RACIAL MATTIRS T
¥ A . _ .
S}O y .. ~The {6 ygs contacted at his request late this
ol afternoon. /He said tihat Clorence Benjamin Jones, (R
& a NY attorrney who has had clouse assoca_;.'{.lon with /X .

RN

v i -

SN N j. , \Martin Luther King, and with Stanley LevinoSon

§5 r) {(a concealcd communist), hod been in to see Burke % \lg{
] jxtliarshall about the »acial situntion. According to i

\ " Nthe AG, Jones had indicated Le had some reserva-
"W ions about talking with Levinson on the phone.

A YA

Marshall thought he might hay~ been re:[errlng toa - _/
possible tclep’mae top, and 1M.J,cd it off by telling
T s Vel d o~ PR PO 1~ vT .Y laera J-A enlrom suem J' P P WL
GULICOD T LD \V(...D DU oLl A.Ll.la uw, u\ u.l:\.-l. FeY- B VAW, [ "X - AN - uy-’ B -{_;:l
- with Levincon. NnEviied) 5 Ry
) ) - 4 P v /’,‘.'
The pux 1_-09.6 of 1he AG's contact was that this A }(‘
brought to Lis attealion the possibility of effect- PA_f".;E;',!\ 1
ing technic u coveruce on both Jones and Martin A

Lather Kinz. 1 tbld the AG that I was not at all .- % e
acquainted with Jones, but tiat, in so far as King was PR
concerncd, it was obvious irca the yeports that he [; /

wads Twm a +vw-1n-\'| +ay mwasadiaialla all +haea +imna and . 2.
Weled wedi L -3 AW Db(ivk&j H*G\J W J\J-J' [ N Wid\s U-‘-“'G’ Shrllva [‘( Fa

it was, thcireiore, doubtful ithat a technical surveillance/

on his office or houe would Lo very productive. I also L
,raiaed the guestion ns to tl'c repercussions if it /

‘ 'should ever become known that such a survelllance Lad

’ J&“ " [ been put on King. Rc(}- 3 // - 5. 7{ ——
’Zt‘-""J v ‘?4 The AG said this @id Tz'xm concern him at all; 31 1953
) S Y lﬁ that” in view of the possible communist influence in.. —
’a}f‘" e Tl st md m T xldarmdd e T Al d 4 adutanthla e
l . y-v N vl L XA - A DL&(& I'-I.Ull 3 JJL Illl\.l'v- Lk o Bl Y de e LS LA
- e [ have as complete coverage o5 ')o..,s:Lble. I.told him,
- B “ under the circumstunces, that we would chdck: into the: :L3
- matter to sece if coverage was Ieasible and, 1if so,
‘ { would submu an app ropriate recommendation to him. VAR
. 7 ( A
s ) If you 'mprove "fre will have a preliminary survey l},,(’
\'\'Mﬁ\' made to) .s?c 1f tech..:cal coverage. is feasible with full
. L security. g “'"““f"'“ - M&
T Sk pun 2y /I o
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Hima

P --.-.' I - - ) '“1,”
-+ %he Attomey General orally i.nformed me today that he'had been".

cms}daru\.g the raqnnc‘} he made on Tn'lv TR

e -

i [
, .

- L
L

N

‘IC‘.RQ {or a tec h'nmnl gsurveil-
. - . .lance on Martin Luther King at his home and office and was now of the! l -
RCR opmmn that this would be ill advxsed. e , A -

PR R
(I

At the time the Attorney General initially asked for such a
.~ -. surveillance, he was told there was considerable doubt that the
i+ productivity of the surveillance would be worth the risk because King
- \\gr travels most of the time and that there migld: be serious repercussions

.

in \mthdrawmg his request.

]

should it ever becoiné Known the Government had instituted this coverage.
: These were the very thoughts that the Attorney General expressed todayu
(o)

W1th reIerence to the other techmcal surveillance requested
% at the same time, namely, the one on Clarence Benjamin Jones, the
Attorney General felt this was in a different category and we should go
1y c:! forward with this coverage. It is noted that this was prevmusly a.ppvove

" LR N thy bt pralcarpabigé -
R ! - PATTI U I Bl 5
e Leowg I

-

B

- .»-

-

o A v j"'&‘.-m.‘?;’,ﬁ':’:l@' £ s i, ot Nt iR W‘ :

A= in wrmng Dy the Attorney General. o L

l ié_ . ST The memorandum we sent to the Attorney Geeeral on |

1T 65 o July 23, 1963, requesting authority for the King surveillance has been
2%2 ‘reteiejedfl a.nd is attached. ( . £.\.'. R o gy
’ a—ﬂégzt CTION TO BE TAKEN: o

_' ;v -

- We will take no further action to eifect technical coverage on
Ma.rtm Luther King, either at his home or at his office at the Souther:
Chrmhan .Leadership Conlerence, in the absence of a further request
from the Attorney General.
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. ‘nE _MARTIN LUTHER KIKG, JR.
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. It 1s further rcqx_estc-d that zuuhoriuy bc, granucd
~ to place a technical surveillance on the SCLC oiifice at the
Y “durrvent.aw York address or to any othexr: address to \Ihlch IS L A S
_11'- may be 1.'oved o e e e o
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Memorandum . S i
. ) ’ Louch-;
TO : Mr. Belmont DATE: QOctober 10, 1963 K !'
FROM - C. A. Evans JUNE
e ] )
" SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

SECURITY MATTER - C

The Attorney General was contacted at his request this after-
noon. He had before him our memorandum of October 7, 1963, requesting
authority for technical surveillances on Martin Luther King at his residence

radb e PV L o Anreabie 1 an {i
at Atlanta and at the office of the Southern Christian Leadership Conferen AL

nee JJ
of which he is president,at New York City. 7z b 5]

The Attorney General said that he recognized the importance o /
this coverage if substantial information is to be developed concerning the .
relationship between King and the Communist Party. He said there was no
question in his mind as to the coverage in New York City but that he was
worried about the security of an installation covering a residence in Atlanta,

1 T ~ ra 12 L
Georgia. He noted that the last thing we could afford to have would be a

chscovery of a wire tap on King's residence.

¢ Ipointed out to the Attorney General the fact that a residenc )
was involved did not necessarily mean there was any added risk because of '
the technical nature of the telephone system. He was informed that the A
Bureau'had had years of experience in this field and that we continually Q;;
~ reviewed our procedures to insure that every measure possible to secure

S Y N | 3 txvmam dalr e Tl -t AlAanes it tlnd

such installations was taken. It was nevertheless noted that of necessity : "' on
we had to deal with established contacts in the telephone company.to .gpt ‘tl / -
\

necessary leased lines, but once agam we had procedures \5h1gh,mmmu...
the I'lSkb to the nth degree. - REC- 2 W\

N B NOV '? 1963 4 -
After this dlscussmn the Attorney General said he felt we j ey

/

-

{should go ahead with the technical coverage on King-omra trial*baSis, and to

: 33‘ continue it if productive results were forthcommg He said he was certam
Lo
o

.3
i
¥

p
-

- that all Bureau reprt:benuuveb involved would recognize the ut:ﬂtat? of this " v
b ‘ particular matter and would thus be even more cautious than ever in this N s
“E\ assignment. He asked to be kept advised of any pertinent mformatmn ‘ ‘{‘ 3’[ -
4% developed reg'ardmg ng § communist connectlons.. \NED \y’/
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- Our memorandum requesting authority {or t=is surveillance
© g is attached.

was signed by the Attorney General and handed to me.

.
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- - . - M
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concerning the late Martia Luther King, Jr., fomer President otl
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCI.C) S k ‘

_ _ b i S S
.. 'T:‘:‘z : ( ."-'“ i _'..'.-' sh . % P e ﬁ-3'~ [ .,',.', -N- - |
. NT STATES W NMENT N e - epad—
d ‘-.':-.'-..,s-‘-u& : ST e, “"”:‘;‘:
{‘/1 TEC Y - Ir sullivnn R R —
emoran um & 1 - Mr. C. D. Brenpan ;27—
/ T G
m/ Ir. v. C. Suluvn e DATE Aprll 18, 1968 - E:_:
- P S JUN! 1 - Nr. Rozamus ° "'“M e e
oM : ¢, D. Brenna . 1., Ridgen,y '“e-a..___'”'_
_ . ﬁ' k(,p\ ,. % f-)
SUBJECT um'rm LUTHER KING, JR. - "" A
- )&sncunrrr MATTER - comnmwr . wméﬁ) 3
) 5.- aNat R This is to advise you of past electronic surveillances
£ ﬁg& hat we had installed for the purpose of securing intelligence dat
N

]

¢°478, & EXT. BY !‘SP/MK/

 DATR OFF REVIEY

L Jnpenyr S & |
A

iostalled 'ﬁiﬁéﬁﬁfiﬁﬁéﬁ Type - .05 - 5. LOCR

11/8/63 _ 4/30/65 .. - Jj.retnp .>. 563 Johnson Avenue, N.E.,
: U a0 - . Atllnt‘. Georgi. S

1/5/64  1/8/64 ' licrophone " Willard Hotel, 'ashington,
1/’27/‘6i 1/’27/’64 Microphone Shroeder Hotel, mﬁamae.
il FE :+ Wisconsin -
2/ 18/64 2/20/64 licrophono Hilton Hawaiian Village, .

ime wiic o SR T T = - Honolulu, Hawall woowu apnos
2/20/64 - 2/21/64 ‘licrophone " Ambassador Hotel, Los Ange
W T e T gty "~ California g

2/22/64 N . llcroph ne Hyatt House llotel e
h i e z%rf’ii [y 1!51.05 Angeles, Callfornin?ig
: 3/20/64 ”%" "Iicropbone “t- Statler Hotel, Detroit;

- - . . e — ,
ae e R v U'ﬂiuhi‘nﬂ f"“" of A7 'g "3’,? ._‘:

’Cantorntu RN vw«fr‘“mﬁ i'é

- Hyatt nonehm W‘ Ana
S Lalifornis - w ,m.,: %
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gale

leaortndun C. D, Brennan to Nr. ¥W. C. Sullivan ”_"'

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

- ~100-106670

Nigecontinued Type

- e 22 b 2 RREARSRS

4 ¥ M

7/1/64
8/14/64
8/22/64

9/28/64
1/8/65

1/28/65
3/29/65
8/12/65

7/9/64
9/8/64
8/27/64
10/2/64

1/11/68%

1/31/65
3/31/65
5/13/65

Microphone
lirétap
Wiretap

Microphone
Microphone

Microphone

Microphone

Wale

R K S e o pmtoe o Tt

= W

Yocation

California . _

125 East 72nd Street,

New York, New York

Claridge Hotel, Atlantic City,
New Jersey . k

Hyatt House Iotel Los Angel#

Manger Hotel, Savannah, Geor
Park Sheraton Hotel,
New York, New York
Americana Hotel,
New York, New York
Park Sheraton Hotel,

Wow Vn 'tb

AV W ANTEL ISy AN W

c.

WNow VAarl

Microphone
* New York, New York

2 . Astor Hotel,

3 Bl New York, New York

10/28/65 10/30/65 Microphone

10/14/65 10/15/65 Microphone

Sheraton Atlantic Hotel, \
. New York Hilton Hotel,
¥ BE , New York, New York

=L 11/28/65 . 11/30/65 Microphone Americana Hotel,

New York, New York

In addition to the above coverage of King, the following
coverage was afforded the SCLC.

i -_Installed Discontinued Type - - - - -
10/24/63 1/24/64
% . 11/8/63 6/21/66
5. 1/13/64  7/31/64

Location

Wiretap
. Wiretap
Wiretap

New York Office
Atlanta Headquarters
New York Office

' ;; g All of the above wiretap surveillances were authorized
oo under the signature of the then Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy
;¢4 - “~— .who on 10/10/63 authorized the coverage of King's residence and an;
¥ other future address to which he may move, and the New York Office
 §

SCIC. He also authorized 'iretap coverage of King and the Atlanta

h.-dnn-n-rn-a Ad QAT sm 1A/ /00
iAn, OO0

P Y e

CSiE Vi W AN/ & AL/ UJ. ;ucbe uubuurxzatluma were gLVUﬂ

15 DE during the administration of President John F. Kennedy.

o S Attorney Genmeral Kennedy did mot sign any microphone
aurveillance requesta. Iicrophono surveillances were authorized b

Bumanis ol odeaVTm ocd deoe oo oo o
LFAAL

sau officials I.Ctz.ng on xeuerll nutnorxty reu,l:).ng to the

wwou.ﬂ-—o-‘.‘ﬁ

y Attorney General e v o
QEQ'ACTION:E»' ' T
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To report the latest attack on the Bureau over the

® '"'Q: UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
. é 1 = Mr, C. D, DeLoach'
5. -t “Memorandum 1 - Mr. W, C. Sulliveh
;_,,f{ C e P . 1 = Mr, T, E. Bishop
%‘Jn Mr, W. C, 9u11w5 paTe: 1/28/70
Cp R . 1 = Mr. G. C. Moore o A—
Lk Y . - oA - Trotwr
; ] fRom G. C, Hoo@‘ ﬂﬂ’ JUNE : Tois. Poom ——
T 1 « Mr, C. D, Brennan e -
. %  SUBJECT: MARTIN KING, JR. 'l - Mr. M, J. Rozamus P
Y SECURITY MATTER « COMMUNIST 1 = Mr. C. E. Glass ﬁ{/
fat] 'f? .. . X & ™ o - P i g o
v = B Martin Luther King wire taps by former Attorney General N
S Ramsey Clark in an article, 'The Death of Privacy" in the e
% . February, 1970, HcCall's magazine, \ B ©
R o - i -_—
= ‘.? = N\ In his article Clark describes'privac)' as the ultimate..’
D8 = o~ freedom and says electronic surveillances are the tools of .
% B0 those unwilling to make the sacrifices that are essential to
7 8_‘/‘:%; public safety. He describes Kingas a great American of open
& =& 2 conduct and says the fact that the FBI would tap his phones E
§ © <= ) and bug his hotel rooms should tell us all we need to know £
3 :E;_,. about the desirability of those practices. Clark calls these f -
i,% = surveillances the act of an incipient police state, Clark =
i;& Ew ys the Government should tell the people of the United Statesg| 2
" e I.z:- = ether the tapes from bugs secretly installed in King's hotel &
- % = LJ i rooms were played to publishers, Senators and others as wvas o
".‘.'i — &5 = rumored after King's death. ; =
g =E8 ) g
TR 'I'here were no wire taps or microphone surveillances é
= . King personally or on the Scuthern Christian Leadership g

=2 1Conference (SCLC), his organization, during Clark's tenure
_ as acting Attorney General and Attorney General (10/3/66 =
1/22/69). Clark's authority was twice requested for a ’
wire tap on SCILC headquarters in ,M:lanta, Geeg:g '“’but"'he denied

| authority both times. ST 106 3 7/ ?

e There 1s nothing “tn our gfles to lend any cr;ed.e.nce
. to rumors mentioned by Clark that tapes_on King vere ever played
fir anyone outside the Bureau ‘-u. ”

_- F ‘.h
ﬁ"'..‘._.f R gf
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Memorandum G. C., Moore to Mr. W. C. Sullivan =
" : RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. .
-4 :
L RECOMMENDATION :
'I"i This dishonest attack is what we have come
RN | to expect from Clark, He has chosen to completely ignore

X P P Yy ign
y:, 4 the well-known fact that Robert Kennedy not only approved
Tl 2 but requested the coverage on King. It is recommended

ag

: that his remarks be ignored. _
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- EEES. ROUTE IN LNVE‘
UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN

M 1l « Mr, C. D. DeLoa ’
emorandum 1w W Cosatavda /0 T0
Y4 1 - Mr. A. Rosen S p——
TO  Mr. W. C. Sunivm/(%é/- - DATE: 6/27/69
JUNE oY
FroM :G. C, HooreL‘@\/ ;
1 - MI‘. Jo Ho G&le Gamdy
l - Mr. T, E, Bishop A
SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1l - Mr, G. C. Moore A S v
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 1 - Mr. C. E. Glass é AU T ‘
Ve 1 - Mr. J. J. Dunn

The Director stated that there should be greater

“discrimination relative to the dissemination of highly confidential
sg material obtained from sensitive coverage such as telephone surveil-
\ lances. The Director questioned our dissemination in 1964 of data

regarding Martin Luther King, Jr., to Carl T. Rowan, Director of the
N United States Information Agency (USIA) and to Dr. Leland J. Haworth,
&% Dlrector of the National Science Foundation (NSF). Reasons for such
.

dis nation set forth below.
F-}:Q\S The documents transmitted to Rowan and Haworth wer Z\? ;
3 13-page document captioned '"Communism and the Negro Movement - A: ~
L Current Analysis" and a 2-page document captioned '"Martin Lutfer . Q |
King, Jr., His Personal Conduct," Copies of these documents fare _ _
enclosed. Also enclosed is one copy each of the three cover NSk

memoranda by which authorization was obtained for dissemina on[t
Rowan and Haworth and one copy each of the letters which tram tte

“:”j ‘Lﬂ the documents to Rowan and Haworth. -

LI S

[

anﬂ

d: 2 Dissemination was made to Rowan as Director of USIA -sincel

3| King's activities in the civil rights movement were receiving world{
wide publicity. For instance when the 13-page document was sent to

- VUSIA, King had been désignated as the winner of the Nobel Peace Prifg
and th:.s award had internatiorml ramifications affecting the USIA :u%

Al L INFORMATHYTERM i d
i; |

view of its role in propaganda imrolvirfg the U.S,, it was felt that

if USIA knew the true facts about King it would not further glorify g

this man or enhance his image on the international scene through its
far reaching propaganda outlets. It is normal for USIA to widely’
publicize U,S5. citizens who receive international recognition and we

certainly did not want King- io get such t}s B’E ¢ z _‘;‘40

o As indicated in \:§ JeQ:Slose emorandum Mr. Baumgardner

to Mr. Sullivan 12/17/64, our dissemination 1boaligwrg thitks Director
A\ of the NSF was based on information received that the NSF had .

contacted the Southern Christian Leadership -Berferance=9CLC) for
.purpose of obtalning applicants for wouthern schools. The

Cehdfpsures - 9 : .
ﬁEl\CL 100- ozgo “ﬁéhmk‘

-

o '{// AUG 18 1969 CONTINUED - OVER
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3 Memorandum to Mr. W. C. Sullivan
4 RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
o 100-106670 ;
- i
- SCLC is the organization which was founded by King and we wanted
sz NSF to be fully aware of the communist influences at work in the
o SCIC and the communist connections of King himself.
%
f;% Regarding dissemination of highly sensitive and
- confidential information, this has been discussed with Bureau
Headquarters personnel handling dissemination of such data.
T £

The necessity for the closest scrutiny of this data has again
be@l’l stressed to the=s pgrgnn‘nn'l to 'inn:nr-e rhat +thic canci+iern

=1 S i e A e A B AN R R AR e whbd e ST AIO L LLVYVE

information receives carefully controlled dissemination limited
to those officials and agencies having a need to receive such
data., This matter will receive continuous attention.

ACTION:

None, For information.
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smman Q" A 2
o P UNITED STATES GOVERNMEROUTE IN ENVELOPE g Z

gL . 14%1' Ci’ - Mr. C, D. Deloach
LR emomn um 1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan g;m,
R 1 - Mr. T, E. Bishop Fen
4 Yo . Mr.W, C. Sunivan(f{’/ . paTE: 6/20/69 ﬁ’rﬂi
,;-_- "X- ‘ éf.}' . Tovel
o - 3 : m . . Tt:!.l.l'r —
?% oM : G, C. Moorey'\g\‘/ . 'Eo:wm
ir{'.‘-f‘ ] 1 - Hl'. Gc C. HOOI‘G andy
& i ‘1l =« Mr. C., D, Brennan

T SUBJEC’F MARTIN LUTHER KING JR, Attn: Mr. Rozamus 4

‘_.'f/ ; SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST } - Mr. C. E Glass —
- ! |  Tpa——y

Wl T
S lidks S IJ. AL ML
Pursuant to your instructions, information is set forth
below regarding requests made to former Attorney General Ramse
Clark for telephone surveillances on Martin Luther ¥ King, Jr., or
his organization, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference

2~TsCLe).

An article in the Washington Post dated 6/20/69
indicated that former Attorney General Ramsey Clark had stated
that the FBI repeatedly requested him to authorize a wiretap on
King while he, Clark, was Attorney General. Clark reportedly
stated that he had not granted any of these requests and he L_L

e P g
\\
-

"
ot

further indicated that the last of the requests came two days
bbefore King's murder,.

.q.q'w.uu: PR . ! .
Py iy LAY X Y N i -
T AR e

; ' We_pever sought Clark's au iz le c
3 surveillance on King's res 2/68 Clark's approval was
-: ' _*emdesi-ari Emnm a +malambh e moccmeed 1 ‘:%_ r.__ 13 ~_A__P? SE;%LL .

SCLC in Atlanta, Georgig. The SCLC is the organization which was
founded by King. Clark denied authority for this telephone
survejllance on 1/ 3/68. 472768 authorization was request
from Clark for telephone surveillances on the SCLC headquarters

¥ 3 . A
ibeatrdiige Al -

aar ’ ’ b
CARER A Tl v i

_ in Atlanta, and of SC ton, D .
2 ~ [lAuthority for these surveillances was denied by Clark
g \lsmrendu fo-the Director datal /17763,  In sonmsctisn with
il { the request to Clark on 4/2/68 as mentioned above, it is to
gt be noted that this was dated two days prior to King's murder
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. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT W
- ] Bishop
b : Caspet
Memora ndum - o
. Ce e - Falt
o) L ——
» O MR. DELQACE*J( DATE: 6/24/69 W t A }._..4
- JWE cc Mr, DeLoach Tere: —
- FROM - 8. B, Donahoakr Mr, Gale Holmes
. Mr. Sullivan Gandy
3 SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. A
2t Pursuant to the Director's request, attnched
S are Xerox copies of the following: -
Ta&§; 1. Memorandum 7/16/63, from C. A, Evans to Mr. Belmont,
Sy ,!/ regarding Former AG Kennedy s request for technical
T surveillance of King, and showing that Evans raised question
o f’ of possible repercussions.
& 2. Memorandum of June (actually July) 25, 1963, from Evans
N to Belmont, showing withdrawal of request by Kennedy, based
s on Evans' prior admonitions.
'&'f; 3. Memorandum of 10/7/63, from the Director to the Attorney/2¥'
~ General, requesting authority for technical surveillance of
o King. Approval is indicated by signature of Robert F. Kennedy
h and the date 10/10/53.
;;55 4. Meworandum of 9/20/63, to Director, from Assistant Attorney
;“3¥? General Burke Iarshall, regarding Marshall's conversations with
',g; King concerning O'Dell and Levison.
O i

-Ax,
-

Enclosures
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‘ Memorandum B

TO

- v

‘Edgar Hoover, Director DATE: September 20, 1963
eral Bureau of Investigation

e

ed

: Burke Marshall, Assistant Attogrney General
Civil Rights Division

[y

\
U
.“_.
'
'

Dr, King and two members of his organization -~ *
Reverend Andrew Young 2nd Reverend Wyatt Walker --
Isome time ago - that since O'Dell was belisved by
miny people to have had Counmuriet connections, his
association with their organization was not in the
best interests of the organization,

influence or control at any time, I did inform . I?

At that time, inconclusive steps were taken
to remove O*'Dell, and his job with the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference was changed, In
IreSponse to direct questions wvhether I had hard evidence
of 0*'Dell*s Communist connections, however, I replied

Following further conversations with Mr,
Evans in June, however, I brought the matter to the
attention of Dr, King very explicitly in my office

{that I was not in a position to give any, _5::>< .
. b N

on the morning of June 22 prior to a scheduled meeting ﬁV:V"

+hich Dr, King had with the President, This was (‘ q

one at the direction of the Attorney General, - o3

ater that morning both the Attorney General and . v

he President separately strongly urged Dr, King oo i

ihat there should be no further connection between o

v s |0*Dell and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, S

MOV < ¢ et A b g
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. A /\ﬂl-
ghis melates to your letterhead memorandum - 4,1/”'
of Septembe 5 to the Attorney General, relating to/u/f
Hunter Pit 0'Dell and the related prior memoranda, ‘... -
I apprcciate your having sent copies of these to me,
57
This matter had been brought to the attention S
of Dr, Xing some time ago by me, but in accordance /f?&ﬁ;“
vith conversations which the Attorney General 1 TR
had with Courtney Evans, it was not felt to be wise ﬁﬁb'”'
in view of the socurces of the Bureau!s informa-
tion to state that I knew O'Dell to be under Communxstz’?}f

AN
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I

~25.

.

Dr., King stated that the connection would be
ended, Thereafter, the Attoxney General and 1
both received copies of the attached letter, dated
July 3, 1963, from Dr, King to O'Dell,

I thought you should have this additional
infor-~tinrn for your file,

cc: The Attorney Generzl
The Deputy Attorney General

-

b()
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Martin Luther King Jr., President Wyatt Tos Walker, Executive Director

July 3, 1963

=
~
K

ot

Attorney General Robert Kennedy
Department of Justice
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Mr. Kennedy:

Dr. King asked me to send you the eunclosed copy of
a letter which be has just sent io Mr, Jack O'Deil.

Sincerely yours,

JE o)

(Miss) D. McDonald
Secretary

enc
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L
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July 3, 1963

~ /
Me., Jock B, O'Lell

458 St, Nizkolns Avenue
Apirtment 5«5
Nzxw York, Hew York

Dezr Jack:

Scverzl racrths 27o you submitled your resignotion panding 2n
irvectisetion of your alleged affiilution vith the Communist
pariy, 22 waa surgected by an article to this ¢ficct in the
Birminpham and New Orlesns neweprpers. We wcceptod this
ts .3 23Ty - eetrnation begruse of SCLC'e Jima policy thal no
Communist ror Communizt syinpatalrer con Do wk oul sl oo
in our memboarship. We felt that it wne fmiporative to ceaduct
©an immedizte fovestigation. A» you know, we conducicd vrhat we
folt to ba & thorough inguiry into theee charges and were vnatls
to ciccover any preesnt connections with thes Comimnunliet prriy ¢n
your port,

The sitaatica in cur country is such, however, that any allusiun
to the lefi Lrinss forth &n emotional response which would scem
to indicztle that SCLC and tha Southern Freedomn Movamant are
Communist incpired. 1o these critical tunes weo cxnngt alivrd to
risk any such bmpreseions. We, therefore, have dicidad tn cur
Adminlstrative Cornmities, that we gliould requeci you te razke
your tsmmnporery resignation permianent.

We certainly appreciate tho ysrra of unselfieh service wiilch you
hava put fnto our New York Office, &nd regret tha necessity of
your departure. Certainly, yours o 2 significant escrifice cora-
mensuratc with the sufferings in jail and through loss of jobs
under ractet intimidation. We all pray f{or the day whan cur
nation mzy be truly the lard of ths free.

OV /C - SHS G

T o
B
e ST
Fan o S




R —°
Mr. O'D:l
Page Two
»
. A
Y. -

May God bless you and/continue to inspire you in the service of
your fellovrman.

Sincerely yours,

Mariin Luther King, Jr.
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- Casper -

A Mem ‘ d m . q,.g-ﬂ;t*“ Colletan
. Memorandum Ot E=
Ll Evans L

To : Mr. Belnﬁ:&t/ o DATE: }!ﬁa 25, 1963 {?‘:i:..%

AR Sulkivan
. ‘\/ ,{/ 'H}:lol
FROM ! C. A Evani

rd Trotter
.’,

JUNE et
'- M
L P oy
J SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Jg,? ,(X}{f(

/
s
'*he Attiir'r?f General orally informed me today that he had been
considering the requést he made on July 16, 1863, for a technical surveil-
lance on Martin Luther King at his home and office and was now of the
opinion that this would be ill advised.

\\g At the time the Attorney General initially asked for such a
surveillance, he was told there was considerable doubt that the
productivity of the sucrveillance would be worth the risk because King

g travels most of the time and that there might be serious repercussions
= ‘{Q should it ever become known the Government had instituted this coverage.
— EQ These were the very thoughts that the Attorney General expressed today
g = & in withdrawing his request.
O -
g < 0 With refercnce to the other technical surveiliance requésted
= '& at the same time, namely, the one on Clarence Benjamin Jones, the
R Attorney General felt this was in a different category and we should go
o 2 forward with this coverage. It is noted that this was previously approved
o= Lé in writing by the Attorney General.
== : .
— & E The memorandum we sent to the Attorncey General on
I E S July 23, 1963, requesting authority for the King surveillance has been

' retrieved and is atlached. ( ) -

- AV . L =~

.

ACTIGN TO BE TAKEN:

""(). . We will take no further action to effect technical coverage on
Martin Luther King, either at his home or at his office at the Southern /
Cirristian Leadership Conference, in the absence of a further request \"_ '

o —p——— i ———

from the Attorney General. .
. al OO\ ] 7 _.j,\.
Enclosure | L p. =\ U
r« R [ T A i
1 - Mr. Sullivant- ; s L/‘:/f’ - "‘",‘"‘“L—..__ . RN Y
1 - Mr. Rosen | g .
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MENORANDUMN FOR THE ATTORREY GEUERAL -~ " .

D‘E .* MARTIN LUTHER KIXG, JR.
“ -SECURYTY MATIFR - CO"UHISTU'i

COMMUNIST INFLUDYCE IN
R&CIAL I&J‘TI‘LT{S -

. It is further requested that aLLhorlby be granted

to place & technical surveillance on the SCLC office at th
- gurrent’ 2w York addregs or to any other address to whldh
it may ko woved, .

Res pechully, N . -;;;'“',Ft. 

- ( v @-—‘L- 2V "‘\Q""‘l-'
%\)hn Ed“ci\\ o ey i .ENCLOC}UR

[} e " -
Dlrecto i ""',".’.!':.a‘.'.'-*--'7f-'

} / é ""?4;‘;-_-,,- LEss e S Ve r’l ~
}j"r /“/l / / . - . L .

T 5 wov 7 owss O /

" DATE //o/tf '

L S . SECREY -
1 . . e ~ S
. U, T r eia L )

m..swdbyg_ fJ/ '

Exem rom CD .Categnﬁ

et

.J"

L o
-t
-
=
©
e
N

class. & ;Y.

APPR OVL3

N

- fdecivreyrficatbon—

JEE T IR S S @

. I‘-

. -\~> e T 1 L LT 8 NP S AT IR S T SR 07 B I AT e



P SRRV
)

-

© OPTeAL O Lo L

st O noo iy 4
UNITED STATES GOVERNMoNT RO ;:::.
Memorandum UTEMN EN VELOPﬁ

o

Cﬂﬂu\m

JUNE
MR. BELMON’FD‘K/ paTE: 7/16/63 W

TO
~ cc Mr. Belmont V
FROM C. 4 Evanéi/ Hr. Sullivan o
CJ( 7, Mr. Evans
SUBJECT.

" COIBMUNIST INFLUENCE IN SIFIES DS _emm-—-
_ RACIAL MATTERS W B Zﬁ /k;

.;“.'."' -

,f:; 1067 )

, The AG/Awas contacted at his request late this v
afternoon. He said that Clarence Benjamin Jones, VAL

a NY attoxrney who has had close association with ‘ I
Martin Luther King, and with Stanley LeviuSon . Qf/,x*
(a concealed communist). had beer in to see Burke M\ ¢ -
biarshall about the racial situation. According to
the AG, Jones had indicated he had some reserva-
tions” about talking with Levinson on the phone,
Marshall thought he might haye been referring to a
possible telephone tap, and passed it off by telling
Jones “this was something he wQuld have to take up_’/
with Levinson. (‘,ygléax"

f__ne purpe o ef the 4G's conizet was that this
brouzht to his attention the possibility of effect-

4
ing techaical coverage on both Jomes and Martin ,'Aﬁuhé—
Luther King. I téld the AG that I was not at all - Q&;" N
acquainted with Jones, but that, in so far as King was .
concerncd, it was obvious from the reports that he _ f;_ﬁ
was in a travel status practically all the time, and &?x’

it was, therefore, doubtful that a techmical surveillance; _
on his office or home would be very productive. I also - .
<raised the guestion as to the repercussions if it I[,. !

= . ,ai

The AG said this did Mot concern him at all;
that in view of the possible communist influence in_.
the’racial situation, he thought it advisable to
have as complete coverage as possible. I.told him,
under the circumstances, that we would chéck into thet sis
matter to sce if coverage was feasible and, 1f so, 1t}

would submit an appropriate recommendation to him.

been put on King. REC- 9 S0 2 G- ,;/J
' 5119863

‘%_should ever become known that such a surveillance had _

et

If you approve 've will have a preliminary surve

made tq)sge i; technical coverage is feasible with ful ]
security ''''' L
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Memorandum 1 - Kr. C. D. DeLoach i

1 - Mr, W.C, Sullivan Coiete—

Felt

/7

Jo - : Mr., W, C, Sullivan /,

B GCuln
. . oATE  6/21/69 S}Wi
/2 June
w . - 1l - ur T E Bi.hop *ei;. Roow —
FROM G. C. Moore Cf , 1l - C. D, Brennan Potmes
. (Attn- Mr. Rozamus)
SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR, 1l =-2C., E Gll.sa gy/ A
SECURITY MATTER - COH!UNIST l «J. J. Dunn

.
N

// . Pursuant to your instructions, information is set
forth below regarding the claim made by former Attorney General
Ramsey{Clark that the PBI had sought permission {0 resume a
telephone surveillance on Martin Luther King, Jr. as late
,///as two days before King's murder,

‘ N e nv

e
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dence King was murdered
um dated 4/2/68 (copy attached)

4

WAS sen t- ALk eguesting & -orization for telephone

surve Fm ié_Southern Christian
Leadership Conference C in t ’ reorgia, and at the

oYTIte of the SCLC in Washington, [ The SCLC 1s the /'
organization which was Tounded by King, Authority for these éj/

surveillances was denied by Clark in a memorand
Director dated copy attached w SCLC 1isted on
page three). o

had'been sought for a teIephgng surve ance on SCLC head-
quarters an 3 (o3

q ) lark denied aythority for this tél ho
surveillance on jfm
SOoO= 10066 70—-!7
The ra sot forth above clearly show thnt we
ugh Irom ark_for a telephone surveillanc
on K:lng 8 resi ence. THE RITICHAIENITS SADICATE, Asere st h, Mq
L NCQULITS FON CONGnDE OR SC&

.!”‘,

IS ‘ue.gg"?n:e?‘[; ON R oy FCrsViTreSs -
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1 & romtion. W e '
Enclosures . ’ 10 AUG 15 99 8
JJD'llhngj,'

© 100-108670
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.- By Ietter dated January 2, 1968 authority was |
requested to fnstitute a telephone surw:illance ori-the -
-national headquarters of the Southéern Christian Leadetship
Oonference. 330 Auburn Avenue, M.E,, Atlanta. Georgla, -

2l because its President, Martin Luther King, Jr., had ¥ i A
ptblicly anmnommcad he would lead 2 massive civil disobe- { %
- dience in the nation's Capitel in the Spring of 1968, At Y
‘that time 1t was po:lntea out” ﬂlat. these massl\"e demonstrati

could trioger riots.w . e

L)

W

A

'.im;:

-‘-" T By Tetter dated Jamiary 3, 1968, -you declined" S ;
aut}wrization of this 1nsta11ation because, “"There has not“,"

.?-\

"n

I:rview of the recent develc.pments G Hemphia 2. "

'_ e] '.l'eim‘.s. . see, vhere King led a marc‘x that ended in a riot, it 18 3 ':

mnt.h when King brin‘,s "Poor People s Ihrch" 6L
I:o Hashin'rton, D. C. B

...,'J et

% “:’ K1n° the day after the 4«%1:‘; s riot,
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 METORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL Lo

1 2% RE: COMAUNIST INFILTRATION -. - - .77
1 ~ SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADIRSHIP cmFERmcn

?iivt'-—;lff?lfé Despitb this v;olcncy in F.mpﬁis, Levison and e
v~ King ere continuing their. plans for this massive eivil _f,;ﬁ.-,
- Pk enhadiancs to start the lats Pg_rf of Ahf-fl 1968, in N

R (e e ik
o

Tl o W W B e Nl ek e N Lo UL E T LA i S L o - .‘r‘. - 'V’ . --- -_

. VWashin tO"l D‘ C T .{. : _ L e u \‘., o

R 31 SRR S WL :-__‘c? LR PR e A e LT o h ‘,‘.;;-_;,.f_-o:_,-

BT In vied of the internal security avpect 1nvolved, T :
merdel om o X e o s o oy e .’ ~ BT Y T —n evtamermd VY e ame ’ '?‘ﬁ:O- ’,:—
y e [ S G L LLLJ J.a LCL‘\.—ED cea LU Lllal—ﬂ&& &“LCPLIULI: -1 4 Y\-LJ-LC-IILL.D L. -.:\ : -
S the Southern Christien Lecdership Conference at its ,.,E;_u*' ;
national headquarters &t the above-listed address and elso FE QI

at its local beadquarters, 1401 U Street, N. v., Washington, D. C.,

pe- il A
; '\
1
‘"_—:ll—
H\C

- _—

1 60 that ve can Keep apprlseq of tne Strat egy - &
&]is group. . “‘. . - .o noaia
- L

v Y . .
bR agepe-
ke
. e
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- ‘~Classified "Secret" since 1t doncerns & technical =
PR surveillance. the unauthorized disclosure of which could P
,{_;;:' i result in serious damage to the Bureau’ security coverage L}~ e T
S and to the detriment of national’ security: "“"f‘iﬁ'-, e T e
igE Y o '-*_*: B }'. Y- PELRAS L SRS - X ;-- - K i '.‘ " o .‘u onEW TR “.- i . .

3 ',-‘"-‘\" o T'h{ s mpmnrandnm rpr-n-nmpndq ‘the -Ian'n‘l 1ar§nn of a R :

LR et L LA ALt - it e S e e eraR

lephone surveillance én SCLC's headquarters in Atlanta,-f*ﬁm,a*‘=
gia, ‘and Washington, D, C., for 1nte111gence type data
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‘I'he r:cmoranéa l.a'hd b'*low 'rt”st'n" ap
i or elsetrovie evrvaillonzes whi ch T havs’ net l-crato:ore .s,»row\.d ars’.
b\.m'r retureed at this time denled, For a nember of reasoas 1 l:av» . )
“not fclt aty of th2m bave Leen c'.:mcie..dy justifiod by tke evidence -

p*eﬂant“da Ttls Co23 n%i, of caurse, nn.;-*--tce thelr c.,u,mls.al..a
4f 2dditional cvié:nce su“r‘\rt ng ths reque ls uroscntnd or t! *zr

= rev!cw bv f_- su "—::ea::u.e nlm"*":»tmn.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNNE@@UTE IN -t'lN" OPE E-L?é

1 < Mr. Deloach pa
- Memorandum Ll WoC saliven | SR
1 - Mr, Bishop Gate
TO : MR, W. C. SULLIV . DATE: June 19, 1969 g
i 1 - Mr. G. C. Moore /Ujlg,
rroM : MR, G. C. MOORE e JUNE 1 - Mr, C. D. Brennen Hotmes —
P v (Attention: Gandy
oo os Mr. Rozamus)
supject: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - Mr. Glass A’

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 3 _ Mr. pumn

Pursuant to your instructions, information is set forth
elovw regarding knowledge by former Attorney General Nicholas de &,
tzenbach of electronic coverage on Martin Luther King, Jr.

P(.f
-/Alf.hough we have no specific data in our files showing
that Katzenbach authorized a telephone surveillance on King

himself, there is ample information showing Katzenbach was well

avare of our electronic coverage op King snd hia organization,

t.he Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLLC). Q_tt;ghg_l__i
a copy of a memorandum dated 10/27/65 (ipitialed by

the upper Tight hand corner) lhw__l_kgleg_q__e surveil

lance on rd.ng 's_organization, the SCIC. Also attached is a copy
of & memorandum 12/1/65 to the Attorney General regarding electroné
coverage on King at the Americana Hotel in New York City. 1In
response to this 12/1/65 memorandum, there is attached a copy of

a note from Katgenbach to the Director stating, “Obwiously, these
are particularly delicate surveillances and we should be very
cautious ]i terms .. the non-FBI people who may from ti.ne to time
necesurily be involved in some aspect of installation.”

WO aiT e T

Copiu are attakhed of nine memoranda to the Attomey
General dated 10/20/64, 10/22/64, 11/3/64, 11/6/64, 11/12/64,
11/23/64, 12/17/64, 12/31/64. and 2/23/65. These set forth for
Katzenbach's information valuable data developed on King. The
d involved was derived from electronic coverage on King.and the

q\\“:b P-,'l\ SO0 /05970—'34’5:%

FaY . -
“apsﬂw \‘or information. —
' _ Y- .
e 100-106670 — — .
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RE: ° BERNARDS.LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL,
. (U.s.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185
. SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCL
L V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1156 -

i YERDX Con.{u:u-ecorded serial dated #4%/by/fulled from this file
o under court order of U.S. District J udge John Lewis
Smith, Jr., =nd sent to National Archives. - :
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RE: ' BERNARDS.LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL,
_ (U.5.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76.1185

: SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SC!
. V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 176-1136 : _

XeRox CoPY oF 100-4/42529-203 A5 ENCL. TD
- : pulled from this file /00066 7036

" under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis
Smith, Jr., <ud sent to National Archives.
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RE: ' BERNARDS.LEE V., CLARENCEM. KELLEY, ET AL,
(U.5.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185

. SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCI
) . . CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.s.D.cC., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 . .

. Erox (op OF/W' YR TAT- YT A5 EpeEL. TO
! it/ ¥ pulled from this file /20 - 7066703

under court order of U.S. District J udge John Lewis
Smith, Jr., <ud sent to National Archives. . .
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RE: ° BERNARDS.LEE V. CLARENCEM, KELLEY, ET AL
X (u.s.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185
. SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (sc
) « CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.s.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 : )
XeRox CoPy of /00- 106670 723 A3 Ewer. 7o
‘hd!dl_;L.d. pulled from this file y00- 06670 -3 &
under court order of U.S. District J udge John Lewis '
Smith, Jr., «<ad sent to National Archives.,
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RE: ' BERNARDS.LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL.
, (U.5.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL'ACTION NUMBER 76-1185

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCL
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 176-1186 S

ST

e T s
[ ]

xc—.‘hOk -Cbt‘-v o;=' /'00-/064 70 -e5¢ ua,;.v'ro
pulledéfim ﬁ:{s %le J#o0- (06670 -363

" under court order of U.S. District J udge John Lewis
Smith, Jr., <ud sent to National Archives. - :
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: RE: ° BERNARDS.LEE V. CLARENCEM. KELLEY, ET AL,

| - (U.5.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCL
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 : .

i - ik NS Sl dAAL

XEROx_QOPY oF 140106672 41/ AS Ee: TD
R T pulled from this file y00-/046 70 - 365
under court order of U.S, District J udge John Lewis .
Smith, Jr., <ad sent to National Archives. - :
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RE:- ) BERNARDS LEE V. CLARENCE M, KELLEY ET AL
) (U.s.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 176- 1185

.- SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCL(
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S. D C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76 1166

XEROx @Pr or /oo-:oeb 70- 77/
] pulled Irom‘?hls hle
under court order of U.S. District J udge John Lewis
Smith, Jr., “ud sent to National Archwes.
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T, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
: : .. FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN\’.ESTI-GATI(_)h: T S
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ke ’ B e T : w.\snml'c'rou.n.c_.' 20538
£ o0 _ . & '.— oo T
Jml o WlNe (IS) 100-442529 R B S
ig ke : s .7 . October 27, 1965
i:;‘gf‘; ' . ) ﬁ_ '7:_- - . ‘ o N . . M‘ﬁ/
g A0 - t. ‘ MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL v
W eeCeomunisT INFLUENCE IN
§$'¥ e i | " RACIAL MATTERS
At : A technical survelllance was instituted on the
gq“', Qi headquarters of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference,
g}v % 330 Auburn Avenue, Northeast, Atlanta, Georgia, on November 8,
A . 1963, The Southern Christian Leadership Conference is a ll
e Ei racial-type organization headed by Martin Luther King, Jr.

This technical surveillance has provided considerable
valuable intelligence information concerning communist influence
on ihe Southern Christian Leadership Conference thkrough King, as
well as the communist influence evident in the outcpoken position
which King has taken in opposition to the United States foreign
. policy concerning Vietnam. Sore examples include the following:

Information has been furnished relating to contacts
betweer King and individuals with communist backgrounds such as
Stanley David Levison, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rustin, Clarence
Jones and Randolph T, Blackwell, This information indicates the
E" extent of the influence being exerted on King by these individuals

© with present and former communist backgrounds. - Information thus
s - obtained reveals the part these individuals play in important
.- policy-making decisions of King relative to his organization;
assistance which they render King in his writings and speeches 3
concerning racial matters; and the advice and counsel they give
 King in his declarations concerning United States foreign policy,

Unless you instruét to the contrary, this technical
survelllance will be continued for an additional six months, [l

) ,p ) Respectfully. - ’ S
A S S G- W
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In Reply, Plaase Refer ta
File No. (IS) 100-106670

-(“ .
y UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ,,./,a [e§

FEDER-AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION )

- s e T Bl b, L8 J S Vil . .zI L, Tl ol N - = = - L e mam
.- : 'Y {' ‘}\ ‘ .
- . - -

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

December 1, 1965

IIJ-UNE“

MEMORANDUK FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

This Bureau's investigation of the communist
influence in racial matters has developed considerable infor-
mation indicating the influence upon Martin Luther King, Jr.,
head of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, by .
individuals with subversive backgrounds such as Stanley David
Levison, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rustin and others, PFrom time
to time, King meets with these individuals and coverage of
these meetings by this Bureau results in the obtaining of
evidence of the influences upon King as well as information
concerning the tactics and plans of King and his organization
in the civil rights movement, The coverage of these meetings
also has developed information concerning King's involvemen
in the Vietnam situation, These meetings frequently take
place in hotel rooms in New York City, ' :

On November 29, 1965, information was obtained that
King was to spend the night of November 29, 1965, at the
Americana Hotel, 52nd Street and 7th Avenue, New York City.
We also had information that King planned to meet with his
advisors while in New York City, November 29-30, 1965,
Because of the importance of the meeting and the urgency of
the situation, a microphone surveillance was effected November 29,
1965, on King in Rooms 3609-3€11, Americana Hotel, New York City.
This surveillance involved trespass and was discontinued oqL}__

November 30, 1965, .
Respectfully, ' /ééf-

Ea &% Hoover

¢ 01@.@3&-4 ¢7h— 2163
-
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-, o O T i, Belmont
e ST v e C- WL 'i i i ) \' l - 3r, tohr -
' . ;1 SRR A S ; —7 | = Mr, Deloach
<_ e T et | .. ! 4 = ¥r, Evans
—._ "l e o - . -".-“ 4- “..r,_—_r - = 2. . ’ - - - T 1 - Mr. Rosen
) L = AT ;~ﬁ - et - 1 - Hr, Sullivan
S ,‘. R 1 - J, ¥, Bland
Tho Ac 1::3 Attorney General LT - Fovenbor 6, 1534
/) Directcr, mxi, : ."f R y f ; :
- N B i L : g \)’1@3 '
Q 'm:*"r e m m\.,zu. mm's?.s ol T
Qj \&}u. S 1 ccnfidm.inl eource ol this Lurecu vho has

nished rolizble dnfornation in tie past conplied the
_folloving informrtion concorning a contact betveea -

. w B
Hartin Luther K.i.ng, dFey and Clareacd Sones cn lovomber 4, 1563 ;

Jonea 8aid that now that the clection &s over ;
tney should think ebout vhat fomm "ok strucgle thoy chould ;
uze," adding that ha had besn dioeussing it vith “our friemd.™
Jonos said that ke had heard rocors 2ron respeonsiile Demporatic -
00210 in Eew York that Einy may be offcred nn oificial role b
in ths Adninistrotion. - Jones told Einz that Eing ghould ~
think gbont this grd that K:u:‘.,, must trezsiecte bis moral
Influence into political noweT Edngz rezlizd that ho wcmld '
think about tho matter, taI-.l:c into conzideoration "tho
wovenent and wy personnl gonl.™ Joaoc plco teld Ring that
Zing should tailx about what roie Your fricnd” can play in
this period, conzentire that “our friend” bad beea hoipful

] snd has ebided by the “decisions.™ Jones oxmpronsed the bolicf
_ .. that "our firicnd" should be given some role inasmuch og “wetlre
LA ot in tho came situaticn ogs wa wero vitk 40 Renrnedy Adnlnicstirge
"N ticn." Jones nlso roflerrod to the fact thot the Civil Rights

. D411 43 now the law. Einz replied "Good, eftar the aloc‘ionuv
A 3 'i.t would be a na'a s:ltuats.on. _
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. : R . Thig information is also ‘beino i'urnishe& to the .::AQ
- Honorable Biu D. !!oyers, Special. Assis“ant to the President.
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T T 1 - '.l'ha Deputy Att orney General Lt f:‘r__ ‘F_ cL e
1 - Hr. Burke Marchayy o T o
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= 1 -ir, J. Welter Yeagley =~ - - .L 0 e o0
S L Assistant Attorney General I TN
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& T ' _:lassiiied "S et" as sources utilized. such a8’ £7a)

%’» m are highly sgensitive ones pertaining to the ~ - P&/

? acial situation, They are of continuing value and the b7
-+ =+ unauthorized disclosure of this information could affect

o their security and thus possibly be injurious to tke . . -

E<S : national defense. Information taken from New York teletype
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edened 48 o moasroodun datod Rovemter 13, 1554,
- -oehich Contoins dnloraatizn Corsorning plass Soirs mode by .

, =asvin Luiser Eéngz, 39r., concerning Wins'g roccldit Oof tho - -
. - NuSed Tozes Podze which 45 €0 tata rinse Loccover 30, 1964, .
o © 7 &% C5lo, Nirvoys Thsss rlons dscluwse ¢ poosivio oeoting

) _ ; Loiveey £izg ind I~Lso nistey Dovold Tileon of Enzland to

: $ux0 ploee ia Londss, ErZiand, Lecordhar G oy Te 3354, and ' -
b - Fneg Lor Lenorizg Biry in Lo York City vron bis zoturall. .
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Tbis fnforzation 42 gio beins forntohed to the o - ¢
Leasrelle £12Y L, Eorerg, £1e3icl Losictent to tLhe Pregzicent,

| BAC OLher daterested ollieiils of ko Goveramcats . w
. © o kalomwe L - e e -
153-202570 o .
"35 T N - Te boruty Bttornoy Gesscal Goelosuze) 7 =
"’ : Ll ¥ Dritor Yesoley (Caclozurg) 1ON
' Acziztast Attoenoy Goooxal ;‘_\NFORMAT

Eoo p S
T 3 e %, Durle dMarchaid (Enclosure) HE&\N 1S Cmss‘gé?ﬂ B

- Acsdsical Atturzoy Gouszral DA“:- ' -~ s
L ?. . .'- , ) f‘; o ) . e e .
s @-— 100-£42529 ~ (CIRY)
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o A T See merorandum Baumgardnor to Sullivan, dated1/10/64,
L. .. ¢ . gaptioned " n Lutker King, Jr., S « C," prepared by SFP:jad.
c . Clascsified v ot"” as the eanclosure 18 so classified and also
because irformhiion containcd i this transmittzl letter is fron
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(N Mohr
A . Deloach -
Y T el T Rosen .
T Evans - -
.o -1 - Mr, Sullivan -
o - ae TS 1 = J. P, Bland 1-Liaiso
VoL - SRR * _’: . = 1l = F.
R T T Kovc!er ! !!5 \)’\Q
i - S B, . . “;-_'_ e
¢ . - _ AL " ] STE
I é Lo T e R ’;'f--"“'*'-;,;."-.fi‘" T AN T R ,,q&,r- i _*:h -
: ‘Contidentinl sources of. th:ls Bureau vho have = ..
. ﬁu_‘g_i.sb_ d relizhle informntion in the past have supplied
tha folloving :I.nfomaticn concerning p ans beirz made by
Hartin Luther R;r . ard Gis a2ssociotes concerninm
- . .dng 5 receint o the o‘bal Poace Prize which is to take
_ : L p:.awa Decenber 10, 1904, at Oslo, Forvay. S .
S 0a Novexzbew 3, 1964 Bayard Bestin contactod T
= X - the secrctsry of Dy, Ralph Bunche, Undersecretary for - R
- Spocial Political Affairs, United Eestioms (UN), Rustin . .
& . stated thet he was specsing oa behalf of Martin Iuther . .
ool King, Jr., and requestod to see Bunche rev-..rding the Tecoipt
LA of the Kobel Peace Prize by Xinge . - . - . . ﬁ (w
S ' Subsequently on Hcvembar 3, 1954, mmzin confcrred
s wvith Dunche and told hia that upon Kinz's retuwrn to - - R
N Tew York City, after receiving the Nobel Prize, there is ‘
a6 - to bo a velcoming affair at either a larso dirncr nt & - e
: hotcl or sn activity at Carnesie Hall,. RBustin told Bunche -
- that Eirz wanted to know sheiher Bunche would be prepared - :
e to bo chajrnan of the welcoming comittes vhich will include  °
. ¢ivil rights leaders snd “a nunber of key liberals.* Bunche
e 3 said that he would be glad to be chairman, but that he would
have to be irforred 28 to the others whe will be on tho - L
coailtico £inco there are some people with whom he will mot -~ ...
§ : t:ork Burcche told RBustin that he had sent a letter to Xy
= - ising Eing that the Secrotory Cereral of tho UK was . ‘
i .hon_ng thst XKing would vicit the UN upoa his return. PRustin
 told Eunche that ke would perconnlly mect with Bunche later
~and 8O over the details veiative to Kinz visiting the UN _
e B L +in plzo told BPunche that an invitation had Lboen exten
§ - by the President of Erazil to have King visit Brazil on his
¢ way back to the United States, Rustin stated that be felt
- . that this vas not wiso due to certain scpects of the regime -
5 .. 4n powcr ia Brazil and inquired as to what Bunche's thoughts -
! wvers oa this matter, PBunche agreed that it was rot 8 Very (u
A good idea for King to vs.sit Brazu at this tive, * )
& ‘5‘ : WL L N S saa w-_.-n....m-.‘\lv Lh
&

VTR . GDS, c-wm

:’iik ) ';'.‘ * -
. 100-106670 . - o = 3 = " SEE NOTB
MR @- 100-442529 - deeimssifdcation . - . PAGE FIVE.
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*:)h*““}~5??- On Fovenber 3, 1964, Ristin was in contact with -

nrr'v ¥arhtal cnm\erninrr K{nc‘g roeturn to the United States

T

. fIrom Norway. Bugtin suated that Xing is conazidering makins R
" a speech at Carnegie Hall and solling tickets for the
. affair, the minirum price to be $100, Wachtel sa2id that
- King has 1nqu1red about the possibility that President Lyndon B,
-Johnson might atiend such an &ifair, but that the President
would not give 2n aaswer until atter the election, According
to VWachtel, Lee White, & VWhite House zide, has stated
. relative to the President‘'s attendance "the answer is not
no,™ Waite has indicated that if the President could .
- not attend, the Precident would send the Vico President
in his place. Rustin indicated that a cocktail party wogld
be held bezore the Carnegie Hall addresa by Kinz. _ j 5

- ) MBL-I.II Im ua(.uu’a. ‘BG“ u.\.‘a&-ubseu "“U nxgub T
assist in the arrangements, Wachtel stated that Saul 81119
~had handled the arrangements for a concert for "us" and
had made $45,000 for "us." Azcording to Wachtel, Mills is
- interested in the King affair and has submitted a mermorandum
of ideas on thes subject, Rustin and Wachtel agreed to meet -
" with Mills to discuss the matter, Wachtel stated that he
would send Rustin a copy of the memorandum by Mills and in
. reference thereto Wachtel said that be thought the plana
in the mesmoranduz sers toc ambiticuz for they inclulded an
nddress by King before Oongress and a ticker tape paradeg ( w )
.- lachtel told Rustin that ha 1s hand’ing the
: details concerning King's trip to Norway and has spoken¢t 7..9 .
. to tha Horwegian Anbassador, o , e s AU N

L. [

- nustin then informed Eachtal thnt King desires to
have Dr Bunche and some white person to act ag cochairmen
--of the affair mlcﬁming Kinry back to the Tinited Stateg, but
. that Bunche will not accept t until he Enows who the white
-%5. person will be. Rustin indicated that he had considered. .
»° . having Benators Robert Eeunedy and Jacob Jevits as cochairmen
-t . ®0 that there would be & nonpartisan element pregent, Rustir
~z .- gtated that after due consideration he thought it would -~
~. probably be best to just have Bunche £c chairman and have
~ A pubcommittee assisting him, Wachtel egreed with this idea,
"+, Bugtin also informed ¥achtel that King had been invited by
LE ol the President oz Brazn to visit that country, but that K:lnz—g / U-

. __"‘ ,..7' o _...- ._:__ . . . . j._ - - -

-..‘.., .. PP _u-\_—'
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> ghould tell the Brazilian President that waile ho would .
11%0 to visii that country, he vill be unnble to do s0 oxn

hin retuvn '!"w“'n f2on Norvae end vould be un~hle to vizit

ey e T W Ry » WiLs SiWe Bisg Wy e i e

] ;Braail v.nti.l after tho be"innin.. of the new yoar, X?q)

. . on Fovember 7, 19354, Tachiol contactod Rustin
cancern!.ng the plans for wolcoming Kine back to the
United Siates amd Tachieal s»a..e:l that ke had spoken to .
the UVhiie Houso and "the Eorniody front® rsrerdins tails o
natiers Vachicl said thct ke hug Zouis lartin of the

- Democratic Netionnl Couniitee "lined up.” It is Wachicl's |
bPT iof t"ln"‘ Dm-'}dnﬁf‘ Johucon vill cone to 1"4-.# Yorlk DAddw

L= B L2 S -k Wy

- WRachtel statﬂd tha he is vaitin, to he..r fro:.x Senator mb
Kennedy :Ln this matter 28 well, _ u )

- Yachiel irsirucied Rustin to speak vwith Dr. me..he ‘
nnd tell hin that 4f the UH gave a luncheeon for Kirg, 4t
vould be better 42 held after Cinz's retwn to the
United Btates, but that thce final decision iz beinr left to

the UN psopleo. Wachtol guromested that if tho UXN affalr
vas hcld befora Kirg's departura for Loroay, Decucnber 4. -

-l i 48i T4 ASfees WAL R e gy L= =2t T ]

1964, would bo a good dato bocause 4t 3s jLavt rZter the -

opcning of tho General Ass'-nhly at the UN end there will

be pany prominent people there, Wachtel noted tho possibility

of Lzoznid X, DBrezhrev, Firsi Sccretery, Communist Party of

the Soviet Union nnd Kwane Norumah, Pres:lc:ent of Ghana, being

at the UN, W¥achtol asiked “"Con you 4o Tozhnrov euvracing

- mm 1ike Ehrushchev did Castro?" Rr:stin rapned in the (14)

B

a:tfima»:lve.

- ¥achtel etated that no plans will be nada tor R
ticker tape parade for Eluz until an ansvor is recoived
fron Precident Johmsom, Accordinz to Vackiel, Iouils kartin
~ - of the Denocratic liational Comriiticae should be given '
* - somothing to do Yoven if it i3 Just solling tickets,” L
Bustin pontloned the possible vse of ra srmory and stated -
it vould be recessary te coxtact Governor Nelsea Rockzfeller
of kew York who 43 vacationinz in Bpaian, V¥achiel indicated
that this covid be doze lzter by telerhcno gince there will
. be additiopal ideas fox the Governor's participatiom. -
:  Bwmarizing, Wachtol monticmod that Mayor Robert Gagner of
+* Few York City could bavo ths ticker taps pnradea; U Thant, ‘
©. . Secrotary Genersl, UK, could heve the dinner for Einz; and%{J

Gwernqr Rocketeller conld k2ve the recoptian tar Kinz

b - . e - o
b e e - - . a .- "."""'
A . A
. - - e . - - - - L I B Y
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" by certain elerments since King is a Eaptist,
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RE: nanr:n LUTHER xrnc Jn *-?i

-~ " On Yovember 7, 1954 Rustin was in contact vith

' nng and mentioned that he is begimning the draft of the

najor speech which Kin. 13 to delliver &nd that King can- - _
coaplete it, .On November 7, 1984, Rustin also contacted -
Pegzy Duff, 8 resident of London, England, vho 18 Executive
Director of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. Rustin ..~
told her that Kinz will be in London on Decenber 6 and 7, 1964,
and that Rustin vanted to know if Harold ¥Wilson, Frime .
Kinister of Enzland, would be prepared to receive Kirng,:

Laif indicated that ’she would chock into this, Rustin

said that it should not appear as though this was King's

idea and that it was preferred that Wilsom announce that

hea dm dnnwdddnes VPine o v audds him Dinnddn dnmiedwand AP
BT 4D AMNVAVLLUELG Ll PV VADAW iR, AWAD edil AMNYWULAGUEH Wi

Duff as to whcther there is a group of “peace-minded peOple“ “
in lLondon who would work to raise money for "our work in '
Mississippl," Duff replied in the affirmative and Pustin
explained that the reason for raising funds is that "we"
are some $2,000,000 "in the hole on the Mississippi -- =~ -
businesg" and that there are abcut 17 churches which bave

to be retuilt, Rastin suggested that arrangements might

made to have the London Fnbassy of sone African natngg, |
ve a reception for King u%‘1n he ig thare. /l::)

- g e e e a W

Oon Novemher 9, 1964, Rustin told an associate -

that he was departing for London on November 11, 1964, tor

the purpose of clarifying a confusion which has developed
surrounding King®s trip to Europe in December, 1964. The -
confusion arises from the fact that the Archbishop of
Canterbury desires to receive King, but has been opposed _

Rustin also
indicated that vhile in London he 18 goingz to determine & .\
;hether or not nng viu bo able to meet with Prine :unist’e )

1180"». oo

“‘- ,

. - Bayard Rustin is a zrequent adviaor to nng and

PP g e gy ———a et e e o

48 a former mcaber of the Young Comminist neagus, Al urbﬁunzati o
which has been designated as subversive pursuant to Bxecutive;ﬂ%{
Order 10450, Lo e Te T - : T

‘,..- - = bl A'— -‘- :* O B S

L+ o L s -

,‘-‘._

S Barry vhchtel also a 2requent advisor to Eing-

1. the Executive Vice President of the Gandhi Soclety for |
Buman Rights, a2 fund-raising adjunct of the Southerm -

ay o -

Christian Leadership Conference, which Conference is - d
, by King, )
. - s G e " - Nl (_‘l, i - .- ‘.,‘ ] :{ Al A,.‘ ‘ .“ ( ) ..



- SguY 1318 w29 a mester of the Cormunist
USA durieg the psriod 1028 to 1547, - - -

J

S o ormation-

- is from ‘a highly sensitive source, relating . b@)
- tothor ation. The unauthorized .disclosure of -, 7
" this information could endanger the source's security and . 57
" possibly do injury to the defense interests of the nation, ((_L
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" UNITED STATES GOVERNM-ROUTE lﬂ iJLOP e
Me d m- DeLoach ‘[}ﬁi
moran um - 12 ¥ € Botitvan Cattoren ——
X _L o or . , 1 - '1'. BiShOp . PN _,g:: L
: MR, l. c. SULLIVAN 45 . DATE: June 9.~ 1569 Rosen
T e 1l - Mr. G. C. Moore -
: MR, G. C. MOO mﬂ l] -~ MNr. C. D. Brennan Tals. Roow ——
¢ RE/? (Attention: MNMr, Py
. Rozamus)
MARTIN LUTHER xrm JR. 1 - Mr. Glass

R suwecr. B R GOMMTNIST

P e
A
o ';/' Pursuant to your request the following facts eoncerning
¢/ / electronic surveillances on Martin Luther King, Jr., and the

/ * Southern Christian Leadership Conference (8CI.C5 and former
Attorney General Ramsey Clark's knowledge of these surveillances

ava aat forth

Georg.ta on

re nstituted a¥ his new address.
T AR TErnnodw -nﬂ—nunﬂ *hd e 10723/‘:'1 'm

r .41
WA A AW WG L n!;uuwu A WV O Wl b r 1=

nne 63 authoriz wire on Ii w

3 I ouse Mote 1n ngeles (4/24-26/64 and 7/7 §Z§E: ‘,
E ﬁ 125 EEE t 72 Btreet, Ne! ¥, temporary address, 8/14-
- _ 9/8/64); and the Claridge Hote antic City, New Jersey, |
oy (8/22-27 64 ‘!'hese were discontinued when K. King left these
.b ¥udresses. -~
5 -
—_— . Wiretaps were instpalled at BCLC headquarters im -
=X Nev York City, -63"-172§§Ei L"md“"77ﬂ7€4":75 31/64. The dis-
ZEH 1764 was for lack of productiviiy; the discontinuanc
85-5 ‘on 773 because the office moved. 'I_'l&e_r_q_m_u_nxﬂl.p_of___fh
zm>‘ 5CIC Iﬂanf EEIHq‘uu-Ters T178763 to_6/21/66 when former Attorney
=i o‘ﬁa‘} enera Ze ordered 1t discontinued because of the involve-
LAt S 1 Seat of 2n SCLC official T8 = Sar IBEYE csse. Thiss suthorizstisi
e ;L ———
- o given by Kennedy on 10/10/63 and 10/21/63.
é‘@\ %5 / T2
:--h'.q o__
e s 1073768
N =tJjulwvas l_v_ggn_m% On 1/2/68 Clark’ : f re ueswu
. .—J'{jzfor & wiretap on SCLC h&a in Atlanta, which authority he
‘= .. cadenied o uthority was again requested on 472/(

- thority was denied by Clark in a memorandum to the Direct
y 517259 On 5717/68 l% Deloach discussed the King wiretaps with

Assistant Attorney General Edwin L. Weledvr~ However, . VWeisl did not
- mentioa that C avare of Veisl's 1nqu1ry concorning the King

_.urotapl. .}U 1\953 nﬁEcaﬁ b ]
r_____ v

R g !onc. |
_100-1066?0

T s g i o
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ror 1nfor-atlon.
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Tolson
Del.oach
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Callghan
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter

Tele. Room __r‘:,

Holmes IS
Gandy ’

rE
H

Washington Po —

il"nntes Herald _lg_é
The Washington Daily News
I'he Evening Star (Washington) ____
The Sunday Star {Washington}
Daily News {New York}
Sunday News (New York}
New York Post
The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)
The Daily World
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
People's World
Examiner (Washington)

JUN 8 1969 -




:::i“:.‘;.:- o e e w;ﬂm&-ma_%_, e e Bt s e b L i S i B e e R VU
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e e, ‘ - . .
I 3 Jﬁ Aoy
‘4<% .. " . UNITED STA v E Srieee—
S Momorendn ROUTE1 LY ENVELCI R
E ', E .-_'1 S - ° a .,a’:l:qni
Ew emoranaum 1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan l/;ir-
Do : 1 - Mr. Bishop A —
% v .M, w.c.suLiyR © DATE June 10, 1969 7 Yo
% R | 1 - Mr. G. C, Moore /- %

._-“:.< . : m. G. c. lm . 1 - m. C. Do Brm ; T:l;..:loom_
B Ay " s Dﬁ ‘é" . (Attention: Gt

T J " Mr. Rozamus

g . MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - Mr. Devic ) 2
& ' SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 1 - Mr. Glass :
%«g . - A < ~- 3
5 ELLJAH MUHAMMAD JUNE ‘
crigy b INTERNAL SECURITY - NATION OF ISLAM . v
e % = ¥ ;
“%g 72 ' The Director has asked who authorized the wiretaps on |
7 ESf OB Martin Luther King, Jr., and Elijsh Muhammad and has asked to 2
“gyﬁc see the original authorizations. z
gﬁ,% There vwas a wiretap.. on King's phone at his residence =

in Atlanta, Georgia, from 11/8/63 to 4/30/65 when he moved. Wire

al taps of several days duration were also instituted at the Hyattiz

: '. _:uua:.ﬁ—— House Motel in Los Angeles, California, the Claridge Hotel in \'i

ooyt

Nl
e
iy

INE©
EIN L
E

Atlantic City, New Jersey, and at a temporary address at 125 Eas
72 Street, New York City., A wiretap was instituted at the head-~
quarters of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
in New York City on two occasions, All these wiretaps were
tm the authorization of Robert Kennedy, dated 10/10/63, which K
{& attached. _ -

CERL In addition, a wiretap on SCLC headquarters i.n Atla.nta.;
Georgi.a, was instituted from 11/8/63 to 6/21/66 on Kennedy's
authorization dated 10/21/63, attached.

UNREC

A viretap on the residence of F.lijah Mahammad in Chicag
.o~ WaS authorized 1/2/57 by Herbert Brownell, authorization attached
It was installed 1/4/57. On this same authorization wiretaps
were installed at additional residences of Elijah Muhammad in
Chicago, Illinois, and Phoenix, Arigzona. The wiretap installed o
thia authorization was diaconti.nued 6/23/}2.9 0 5 o — Q

’ W] A WSy

£% 7 None, ?oKinfomtion.N \\1 -

AR _NLD

h 2; ‘:U;.EN?[ ‘;URE A & N : , .‘,-i .
WQM W YN
%7 960 Ak 7 s Ll %—L%




| ki : S T

S R * B v 3

UNITED S'I'ATES D TMENT OF JUSTICE

- FEDERAL BUREAD OPINVESTICATION 'ﬁ'_
AL ST h
" Jn Reply, Ploase Referso ‘ ;-.-f'_?fff*::i!lc:‘:com; 5 WASHINGTON 25, D. C
Fite Ne.100~106670 AT Tl Lo
100-3-116 - ey ' ./ October 7, 1963
LR MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
o RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
| - SECURITY MATTEE - COHMUNIST _
- - - R \ - .
R : COIMUNIST INFLUENCE IN
) - RACIAL MATTERS
ST g4 de purther requested that authority be granted

to place & technical surveillance on the SCLC office at t
current New York address or to any other address to which

s 4t may be moved, : .

I\\“ED ... . BRespectfully, . |
. Q =V S
g R ENCLOSURh |
J hn Edg m%z / 4 \— "/ / I,

Directo ey o) 7
s M Fre. s sl BIEL DL R
- APPROVKD ,e'.l,.--! FOIN 11, 1-91/‘/2 _._.jDV 7 1983 o

ZOAO/{ _ DATE OF REVIEW 47&}/@-._ n__,{_
PR
A

DATE
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UNITED STATES DEPAXTMENT OF ms'rxcs
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .7~
"‘.a-n‘-vf'....

T o R S I e LT Pl L e et e e -

Sn Reply, R*.. ALY I‘,,Cm WASHINGTON 15,p. G
. FdeNe 100-106670 - Furrey ,.,,.’L’,Ofi 5or=-m};, . October 18, 1963
100-3-116 | ERTrRpmp e SIFIED L AR
. E - . OI:E"I,‘E Oﬂl IR ) ) ' [SR .

' MIMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

' RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
. SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST P

R COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN
. RACIAL MATTERS

. Bespectfully,-" |
Q Haowenv - e
e Edgar‘Hoover
S e - N Dpirector M . __‘f_‘-
o & m. ‘BY . : =
' eLaS . 8; -

ﬂ ORON - ¥ -

. ‘x--—-rb—.n’ rm W A e S
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- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 1l - Mr., C. D, Deloac

1 - Mr, T, E,
Wemomn% D urL v C.
TE IN ENVELOPF‘
T : Mr, W, C, Sullivan DATE: 6/21/69

. JUNE \ 1 - C. D. Brennan g

Ea— nou . ——n - clmes —
o G. C. loorg!ékA,,f’ X . £At£n.u5£;§ozamua) Hoiee
S ) . - ) A T U we RBRUVLS
e ' -1 =0C, E. Glass .
o SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR l] = J. J. Dunn ﬁ
_ SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST -~ . &
¥Woasd 3 ' : ' ' /‘-A AW
& o~ Ay 4 =3 » = Tr ("4

- _ ="letter received from Representative H, R. Gross (R)
- . of Igwa expressing concern over controveray involving telephone

surveillance on Martin luther King, Jr, Gross requested
: additional facts regarding this surveillance and King's
. Q{J communist affiliations, Recommended that Gross be contacted
i?g" . by representative of Crime Records Division, thanked for his
B interest and advised that due to various ramifications involved
jg in this matter, it is not believed appropriate to furnish him ,:?

JATE Irequestea,

We have had cordial relations with Gross. In his?y
% letter, Gross stated he believed a more complete accounting
2! King's activities is due the citzens of this nation and woyld |
most definitely be in the national interest, Gross requested:
(1) that the Director confirm, in as much detail as possible,
that the telephone surveillance én King was occasioned by his
association with Communist Party members; (2) that the Director
describe the occasion on which approsal for tha King telephonas

°dE§i_ surveillance was requested and received. Gross askedif—it_;;;

WD)

{HRIED

g
wu

LAY

correct that a conference was held in this matter involving
ol the Director, an aide, Mr, Kennedy, and Mr. Kajzenbach; (3) that

. INFORNRITION(

=2 6= £ the Director furnish any facts deemed appropriate to demonstrate
E - C¥ the extent to which Xing may have dealf . with members of the

Z=° Communist Party. -

\
z!! R TR Data regarding the approval of the King telephone |
K ‘ | surveillance by former Attorney General Robert Kennedy and Eb
’ general information regzrding King's communist affiliations! /
have already received widespread newspaper publicity. In view
{of the various ramifications involved in the matter of King's
telephone survoillance, it 1s not believed additional informatio

e e #iim ad
should be furnished Gross, Relsase of sdditicnal facts by him

‘jwill certainly result in additional widespread publicity and
prompt numerous inquiries to us by members of Congress and FBI

%,
+

: itics. /@’-/66&70_
S \ n-L —3pa4
) J3D:81h, (ev 3 JUL 8 19 B
o G E rr" K (e -;EC_&WAIAI:.W.’R"
| 1oo-1oes1ro _ corrIosD - over

COPY SENT TO MR. TO..SO‘.EJ-»

6 JUL1é _1989’
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o j Memorandum G. C. Moore to Mr., W, C. Sullivan
i RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

RECOMMENDATION:

If you approve, & representative of the Crime Records
Division will personally contact Gross, thank him for his
interest, and advise him that due to various ramifications
involved in the King telephone surveillance, it is not

‘mﬂg believed appropriate to furnish him any additional data, ~
T tisrHop will ooy TimeT GeoSS (I pPPesvZD -

L RN ¢
| ( \
/ Q’/L.’"‘e W T8 (478

aood

PO : .
j#) - -———6/23/69 ADDENDUM BY MR. TOLSON: .

vi R I agree. I see no point in continuing this controversy. I think
o Mr. Bi

shnpvshoukldoﬁ¥e54h94ﬁf2:;.7h‘:u=ih
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"f" !“:;‘\'mJ
o Gxl=
# 70 :Mr.W.C. Sullivan 5 - oate:June 16, 1969 {}P:_Z
. mom :G. C. MoorJzi/ JE f«?ilf“'
S S
o 5 susjecT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ? A’](l’/ i
-3 SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST
%
“‘j. Pursuant to the Director's imstructions, the facts
x concerning the telephone surveillance of the residence of the
. late Martin Luther Klng, Jr., are being furnished the President
o 3;. by the attached letter. ™
&
-k - In view of the interest of the Vice President in urban
C e affairs, 1t is felt this information would also be of interest
= to the Vice President and a letter to him is attached. The
information in these letters has also been furnished the
s Attorney General,

ACTION: : . . .+

. That attached letters concerning the telephone
surveillance on Martin Luther King, Jr. be furnished th
President and the Vice President. This mail should be returned
to Mr. Deloach's office for delivery.

ctosures - 2, T C W MLINFORMATION CONTAINED
//‘“;:;5’- W....“\\ @ _
100-106670 c/ DATE e

1 - Mr. C. D. Deloach
Ry 1 - Mr, W, C. Sullivan

LT 1 - Mr. T, E. Bishop
R 1 - Mr, J. H. Gale

ot :
SO
wy

Attn: Mr. Devie o
... 1 = Mr. G. C, Moore %
%++ 1 = Mr, €, D. Brennan Lo N /7/;, \3 ‘o‘{

. ... Attn: Mr. Rozamus . l oo _(__/‘ \@

3 1 - Mr.Ppattersen’in L gAv

L ; : br i 10 JUN 24\9@ . &
TJD:£fsh P‘ o o R ¢« L.
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& * R TE IN EN\IDLOPE 1 - Mr, Demdl R L
%’?’:ﬁ"-.'i*i”"“"‘f"‘**‘ Frgpr i s 1 = Mr. ¥W. C, Sullivan =~
%y R , : L 1 - Mr. Bishop
' e _ 1 - Mr. Gale (Attentian.
SR - June 16, 1969 Mr. Device)
I 1 - Mr., G, C, Moore -
'The Vhite House . JUNE :- (’:tt:nlt:ion. Mr. Rozamus)
Vashingtoa, D. C, T a ":““
Dear Mr, Presidents i\ . £~

The following facts are beimg furnished for
" your information concerning the telephone purveillance
on the residence of the late Martin Lu King, Jr.,

suthorised by former Attorney Gmcral lobermy
and installed h' this Muresn, -t

ég,ga;

o
&5z

ot 2y -
. . n; . o LED L -
EARTE P el "_-Aad Ll - DAL S 57 St

e '“Ou “July 16. _1963, an official of thi.l Buruu
saw Mr. hnmdy at the latter's request, On that "~ — ..

" occasion, Mr. Kemnedy said he was considering the ——
pou!.bi.uty of a telephone surveillance of King because ;

.2 of King's communist associations, He was advised by
) ] the Bureau official that since King was in travel sta
3 ?--‘.‘--‘ 17 al‘ .-LA >l ma ﬁh‘ mwadiint-delter Al Svenh 8 -

& % bd illd & » y;ww»av&u, A ] -\l --1!

surveillance was doubtful o08 Do was asked to consid
the repercussions if it ever became Kriowh that such a
surveillance had been instituted on King. Mr. Kennedy

1d>bo vas not concerned about possible repercussions ..

urz;_fé"il;

L.

"" L IMFIRMATION CONTAIN? 48
DATE

t he thought {t advisable to have as complete =
mue as possible f{n viev of the possible communist
Be was told that - "

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO

/()0-/06 670 - 34, /¢
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"‘“@ﬂn feasidility of such eavca;t mld be dcumlncd B e
. and an sppropriate toeo-und.tion would be submitted
to hinm.

' On July 25, 1963, Mr. Xennedy changed his
" aind concerning his request ard thought it 1ll-advised
at that time, but om October 7, 1963, a request for

-  authority to place a telephons surveillance on King's

" residence was sent to Mr. Kennedy. On October 10,
1963, he authorized this survelillance, and a sur-

AT nlnmeo on any future ruldanoo of King, by his

' _ \n-ittm signature,

m- talephone surveillance was installed

on Novembar 0. 1963. and was discontinued on April 30,
1963, e S _ e

- This lnfomtion“hu been furnished the
Vice Pruldunt and the Attorney General.

i T msd

o S}mrely your:.

Soc -unora.ndm G. c. Hnore ‘to I. C. Suuivan.
- dated 6/16/69, captioned "Martin Luther King, Jr.,
ror—“ie Security Matter - Comsunist,” prepared by TJD:fsh,

~atiiy Classified ®Top Secret™ because of sensitive - low
mt:m_-a af the information contained therein, the umuthorlzed

disclosure of which could result !.n exceptionally grave
v amage tothemtional security. -
: é’%ﬁww P 8 SR ’*‘5”‘ A g
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: ) S | 1 - Mr., C. D, Brennan
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" Honorable Spiro T. Agnev” v JURE BY LIAISCH S '
" The Vice Presiden o
© et 5. & e e ALINFORATIONCONTANED,
T et T RN URoLASS T D
1% My dear Mr, Vice Presidentt | DATE S BYs

The following facts are being furnished for your  y\_
sk information concerning the telep surveillance on the .,
St residence of the late Martin Lu , Jr., suthorized \
by former Attorney GemW Kamﬁ'y‘and installed \\

I by this Bureau,

e B : g :"‘ g - ”_5"3“"' Ve
wrebos - On July 164_},9_63, m official of this Bureau ~ it
' sav Mr. Kennedy at. the latter's request, On that oceuion. ‘\
Mr. Kemmedy s2id he was considaring the possibility of & ‘. -

telephone mnlanco of King because of King's commmist
associsticns.— Be-vas advieed by the Buréau official that

lince King wag in travel tus-practicsily all the time
o he sroductiv r}r af nmh;:p:twn!'l_m nz—t_l,gt,:lb__tﬁll__ and he
m asked to_ midar t.b- 1@@“,&: MVRR b.cmo

medy-uid ho vas not. cmmad ‘about poasiblc"'l‘wpeﬂ-‘
ohat ha thaaht ¢ aduvisahla n - h__g_\_.e as mlgg

i e and
. wWE®LVLE Wik \.rn.-u- sP W LI P Y W e e -
"~ eoverage a# possible.in wiew of the-possidle commmmist 4nflus - -
. snce in the recial situstion. §le was told that the feasibility
% of such coversge would be determined and an appropriate A
recommendation would be submitted to hism, , 2/
100-106670 REC-3 / OC) D w{, /J :x:

g‘?-b-l‘ué

ﬂr?m’%

Y - -
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ﬁ:f*":ré%'?*f“ Mwﬂbh Splm .r!:.. Agm' ;_tff@v‘v‘ wm et *
on July 25, 1963 &-.wm :
. 3 his rzqu.:t nnﬂ'thought it 111-advised at thet i:aﬂ__ —"&
- T oind, but on October 7, 1963, 8 request for suthority te -3
y?]zes . <. plece & telephobe surveillance on King's residence was sen:

to Mr. Kennedy, On October 10, 1963, he authorized this

_ surveillsnce and & surveillancs on any future relidene. e
‘::-1., .f m b’ u' th '1“&“‘ -_#!“..&1._ '1:_7-‘”, e ,( ?ﬁ%m“;‘-jﬂ_ i

T

.{!‘.’(F' ~"p-? ; -R& % ,?:l

Ll

" = R

2 I This telephoos surveillance wes installed’ca '
E o m;- 8, 1963, and vas aooontimul on April 30, 3 955' .

The Proudcnt and tho Attomcy Gemral han
also ban fm&dh.d thu m!ountun. SR

et

v See memorandui G, C. noan to ¥r. C. D. nel.oach,
d.nted 6/16/69, captioned "Martin Luther King, Jr., Securi.t:y

i

B " Matter - Commist, prepared by TID:fsh. sl .“

. Classified "'I'op Secrct" because of senaitivc Ao
mturo of the information contained therein, the muthorized i
- disclosure of which could ruult tn neeptiomlly gravc e m‘fﬁ%‘
dnmgo to thn,mt.ioml ncurit] R fé‘*’ ﬁ?

2
.

2




IR Y g A

<o O San. WO, 40, B

“UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Y,‘f;\ Memorandum ROUTE IN ENVELOPE

. >mrad
FQ].I

l -kl . ‘! Gale
. Mr. W. C. Su llivah{-"!j DATE: 6/19/69 S i
Thve.
' JUNE Taie. Foon —
-y, rroM : G, G, Moor%& — Holmes
e AGRAATINN r‘n!\l_TA“\ED
i AL INFORICATIDS &
‘= sumject: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - gt

S i ETPEY | L QU‘.F‘ D .
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST fERtﬁg Ui uLAuY M “~
3 .Y

Pursuant to your instructions, information is set
forth below regarding discontinuance of the telephone surveil-
lance on the Atlanta, Georgia, residence of Martin Luther

wre __

o King, Jr.

§ The above-mentioned telephone surveillance was
W discontinued on April 30, 1965, when King changed residences
. ¢in Atlanta. At that time matters of interest to us pertaining
B g to King and his organization, the Southern Christian Leadership
o Conference (SCIC), were being obtained through a telephone
e surveillance on the Atlanta headquarters of SCLC. This telephone
B surveillance on SCIC in Atlanta was in existence from Novamnber 8,
" 1963, to Jupne 21, 1966, when former Attorney General Nichofw
o % Katzenbach ordered it discontinued because of the involvemgn
-t of an SCIL official (Hosea Tlllams) in a car theft case, -
s )
;@:‘{{3‘_‘ ‘ Attached is a copy of Atlanta airtel May 19, 19&
r g showing the discontinuance of the telephone surveillance on '
_ King on April 30, 1965. . 7 )@‘

5 8% T ACTT . . ‘/ hf,U
i /- e S |

s For information. . m /' )

PE

(70 n e 10 351

Enclosure | W'kf ol i LS
100-106670 1 JUN 20 1969

T _ M r n | o P, Gy, n — l o~

& T Flhe Wwe W, VELdALL] “ - SemEn———

1 - Mr, W, C, Sullivan OU%" R

1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop .

1l - Mr, G. C. Moore ' [\ .

1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan NSl § M.
1= Attn: Mr. Rozamus ‘ 9}-‘:“1 B )
1 =Mr, C. E. Glass PEL

1 - Mr. J. J. Dunn = o

4 e o
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e o ' ' : - b {
~r oy Transmit the following in !
oA 5'3 : {Type in plaintext or code} :
e T - AIRTEL AIRMAIL 1
AT Via — 1
FYaLy {Friority) |
s T Fo:m 7T D z‘nﬁcmn “¥B1 (100-432529) L
B N

%f{; FROM: ;._S\AC, ATLANTA (100-667G-E)
“‘Zﬂ.“ . ) ; /
Pivg RE: ., CIRY

;‘“"35' - i T

e X Re Bureau airtel 4/19/(65, which 2uthorized survey
e relative to Tesur on new rcsidence of MNARTIN LUTHEIR EING,
i JR. This survey was conducted with full security 2nd
T i results of same were furnished telephonically on 5/G/€5
DIt S to Assistent Director WILLIAM C, SULLIVAN, On the sare
Eg@g date, Mr. SULLIVAN telephonicslly advised thzt the
%&ﬁ;; installation of this Tesur was Lol authorized at this

( _' J‘_v‘ . tlmE. X

‘EQQ;' [ - Survey reflectis that tﬂlephone serv1ce isg
j-:}g; ' fforded to the KING re lepn

A

5’§

g

Hy

Tee

rom 583 Johknson Avenue,;o 234 Sunset Avenue

30, 19
~20 v R
v 3 / * reans Laf s
r Crf 2
( %u;o%ur(?.;d) - 16 /
_"“ 1 }tlantq . Tl

- AFMielt -

vere issued for discontinuznce of this lezsed
ig _shovn _to_ be discontinucd sfter . Anvil

M
bub'gpx_xlﬁﬁ*dJring the week of 4/12/65 moved his
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oy Memorandum — svm | e
2T MO . MR, TAVEL DATE: . 6/16/689 s
R < -
AHE o - cc Mr. Gale e
T, FROM 3 H, Gale Mr. DeLoach
b o Mr. Sullivan _
& . O ' Mr. Mohr v/ 7W4M
o SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Mr. Tavel

55 SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST

Buneau file 100-106670

Attached hereto is a copy of Former Attorney
General Robert Kennedy's authorization to place a wire-tap
on Martin Luther King, Jr.

w,.;v - Mr. Tolson has instructed that this copy be

% filed as an attachment to Serial 254, in file 100-106670., JUNE,

%«9 Serial 254 formerly had the original as an attachment;

o B - however, the original, pursuant to Mr., Tolson's imstructionms,
;""' is now to be retained by Miss Gandy,

“ACTION:

That the Files & Communications Division file
the attached copy in accordance with Mr, Tolson's instructions,

”
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Memorondum

..Deﬂcazi,' DATE: 5/21/69

UKITID STiTIS v, cisagpd cray | B / '

LLECIACKRIC SULVIILL ~

g ~ 1 Qe

T ouw ng;/ag z0tie to zhe Iirsctor zcvisinz of the 5763
TeCLL :;u,_wv“ from the Lzporonent to zave S.
svallzble in {ze aZlznta Cifice on 5/27/89 to review wit
Depz:;“;;- AT drhey michael T. Inctelin the lgritin Luther
T Cas2 21¢ o J-un“re(poss_aie teéstinmony for the Cassius

hearing ir LKous< _on, Texas, on C/2/6%, the Director zsked unu
cuesition, "Just whau is penainr re Klng°" :

TLng

_gg : . There is noth*uv nending on King, EHowever, since A
-2 Czessivs Clay nad appealcd his 1937 Selective Service conviction ‘g
< . cn grounds thae his-case was iainted by "illegal Governmant
= - eavesdiropping,'" the ‘Dapartzant had reguested review of the C‘
~  iartin Lucher Iing file since 2 coanversatioa between Clay an
g Klng was monitored on 9/4/64 in Atlarta, Georgiza. - -
The electronic survei’.znce estabiished on Ring was . A
requested and approval was received frem the Attorney Gemeral. o
King had 2 close associaticn with Stanley David Levison, a .
concezled Copnunist Zariy meiber and the security purposes B moTs
ictended by {£gc elecironic s:rveillance were to determine thck o
extent of coMmunist influence on King, the Southern Christaig e

Leadership Conference, and the racial sztuatlgn in general

LCTION:

23 Sullivan
Gale ‘
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o '1"13 attachea ,..aterz.al A8 sx_nm.tted in accorda;tc«:&
: sitr tha 'recucsts contai_n-ad in ﬁeferenc ed comn tmica tions.

e
o

' TB‘E loéé Wf-

S“'Ietter tranwit:i

._._D. ..rennan to W, C, Sm.hv::.g 5/ 5/69 entitled "Omubus Crme
C St’“'& & "ts “KEt*of ‘1968 " Referenced Hﬂy 9’, 19

e

Sté“:(‘.'p. i.‘uut. pex. u.ut:.ul. mace
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.mllhneo vers to determine the extent of commmist influ-
anse en King, ths Southera Christisn Leadership Conference, <%
"and the racial situation in general, By his activities,

" MOMTTORED QM DIFYERDNT mumnummnmm[_l_g |

:Io m: m was Mw cn dlff«tunt % U %."“"
lmu_ on the same ﬂ-l_.m._g :
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;i,;«.-h;_ltuchtd!.ll £¢ne-ormdu-forthow"w
 Genaral ‘dated October 7, 1963, csptioned “Martim Luther l!.lg Jr.y
Security Matter - Commmist, Commmist Influence im Raciel = . .7

Matters," roqu-stm; suthority te place & technicel mrnillm

on the eurrent, snd any Bubsequéemt, residence of Xing. This - U
msf. was apprw-d 'by tht Attormy thenl on October 10 ¢ _1963.

Origiml and oue eopy n‘ 1Ist sent to t.he Attorney
Genenl by trensaittal letter cantioned "Blectronic
Survenhncen,", dated 511.3169. R g

e

o cwalfied "fo’ Secret® since unauthorued disclosure sure 7
" of data herein could result in enéeptiomny g:l'.'lVe dmgn te L&
miontl defen.le :I.ntemta. ‘ vk et
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RE: BERNARD S, LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL.
' (u.s.Dn.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185
SOUTHERN CHRTISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERSHCE (SCLC)
V. CLARENCE M, XELLEY, ET AL (U,S.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ~CTION NUBER 76-1186 ’ <
F
Serial 3477 pulled from thi‘s' file under ecourt order of
U.5. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to
National Archives. s .
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BERNARD S. LEE V. CLAREN
(Uu.s.n.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTI

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFEREN
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186

344’5 pulled from this {
trict Judge John Lewis
“ud sent to National Archives., .
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under court order of U.S. Dis
Smith, Jr.,
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21 Memorandum  suxs
g .. _ MR. TOLSON . oaTE:  5/17/68
- TR . ce Mr. Deloach
C. D. DelLoach

PR Y Mr, Sullivan

' :W,i' TN : Mr. Gale
- ‘ o T Mr. Bishop C'
. SUBJECT:  MARTIN LUTHER KING

» (Previous request for. - \ J‘Qf/ - /')/l_,f)
elecironic coverage S p S - L
by Robert F. Kennedy) - “ G- . Fod
LEAK OF INFORMATION BY DEPARTMENT | .1£
2. - '
E¢¥Weisl, Jr. came over to see me at 4:15 p.m., 5/17/68.
e asked xe if the rumor was true that was going around Washington
the fect that Bobby Kennedy had specifically asked the FBI
tap the telephone of Martin Luther King. I told Weisl I had not

eard this rumor. I asked him what promptéd his guestion. He
;aplied that he had heard about this several times and, as a matter

f fact, a statement had appeared in a recent newspaper article.

-1

‘

- ° 1 reminded Weisl that Messrs. Gale, McAndrews, and I had N
riefed bim regarding all activities pertaining to Bobby Kennedy's p
requests for microphones and telephone taps during his tenure as N
Attorney General. I stated this briefing, as he should recall, ~
Njconcerned the basis on which the Department pleaded immunity in the \~
igcivil suit against our agents in Las Vegas, Nevada, .

)—

Weisl stated he remembered the briefing and, as a matter E:q
jof fact, this was when the information first came to his attentien.
1 asked Weisl why he was now asking me this specific question. .

He replied because Drew Pearson had found out about this matter an
robably would print it in order to embarrass Bobby Kennedy.-" T

- Y
-

L ety IN

L’ <i asked Weisl if he had discussed this matter with Drew .-

. Etpulrldh. He replied in the affirmative and stated his father, ' .= =
1 <IEd Weisl, Br., had also discussed the matter with Pearson’. ¥eisl
asked we 1f the ¥BI would have any objections to this matter being =
brought out before the public. 1 told him it appeared as if the |
matter had already been brought out before the public. I stated = _ |
he should keep several-things in mind, i.e., (1) regardless of how

such an article was written, a segment of the Negro population of the
jUnited Btates would still feel very harshly tovard the FBI and EEt “R
3(2) this would obviously cut off some of our lource--otiinfornatioi;?i

'L INFORMATION CONTAINED
+ EREIN 1S, UNCLASSIFIED

1

A

: A :

|3 1xaie f %"  Weisl rebutted this statement with the fact that Ri€@hard -
£ Harvood of the Washington Post had already printed the fact that |
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fthe FBI had accumulated a number of tapes on King, as a result of

- f the utilization of wicrophones. Weisl stated that Pearson would
obviously indicate that Bobby Kennedy had ordered the FBI to take
this action. I told Welsl that, nevertheless, certain Negro groups
would still blame the FBI, whether we were ordered to take such

J action or not. -

Weisl stated he would try to keep the above matter from
being printed, i{f the FBI felt so strongly about it, I told him
we held no brief for Kennedy, in view of the shoddy way in which
he had treated the FBI; however, we did not want to be involved
in any political maneuvers and action of this nature would most
certainly concern politics. VWeisl stated he would try to keep
this from appearing.

Richard Harwood did include in his recent article on the
Director a statement that the FBI had several tapes on Hartin Luther
King, as & result of the utilization of microphones. This fact has
also appeared in a number of other newspapers. Apparently Weisl

as discussed this matter with Pearson---Pearson desiring to print
the facts in order to embarrass Kennedy.

s The record is quite clear, through the medium of memoranda
written by former employee Courtney Evans, that Kennedy first
requested electronic coverage; however, Evans succeeded in talking
him out of it, Several months later Evans approached Kennedy and
requested permission for suck coverage, at which time Kennedy approves
this coverage. While an expose of such facts could obviously hurt
Kennedy, such action would also harm the FBI from a public relations
standpoint, We, therefore, should have no part in it and should

screetly discourage such action 1f brought to our attention.

. - ‘
ACTIOR =
If such an article is printed by Pearson, we should

.. follow a strict "no comment" policy. -
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S - MemorandumROUTE IN ENV: SLOPE e
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;.i TQ ‘Mr. ¥, C.V Bullivu‘W " DATE: 5/1_/68 : E’ff.
5 S ivne ' T
;gér oM- : €, D, Brenn : , _ Sy

;‘,,, | Y

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. W

As you recall, a blind memorandum was prepared
at the request of Mr, Deloach setting forth wiretaps on King
approved under written signature of former Attorney General
Robert F. Xennedy. Since the memorandum, which is dated
April 9, 1968, was subsequently routed to the Director and
other Bureau otticials, it is being filed as an enclosure to
this memorandum in order that it may be properly recorded inm
Bureau file.

ACTION:
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lone. For your infornation.
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Generul not only approved recommendations for electrohic -
surveillances but be initially requested such coveraget_ Thoae~—~
are the facts: L T

. Foraer Assistant Director C. A. Evans by -enoranQun
e dated July 16, 1963, to former Assistant to the Director .
A. H, Belmont reported that he, Evans, contacted Kennedy at
his request on that date. Kennedy pointed out that in view of
possibly communist influence in racial matters, he desired
telephone coverage of King and Clarence Benjanin Jones, a
New York attorney who had close association with King.- Evans
pointed out to Kennedy that King was in constant travel status
and it was, therefore, doubtful that a telephone surveillance
at bhis office or home would be productive, Also Evans raised
& Question as to the repercussions if it should ever become
~ |known that such a surveillance had been put on King. Kennedy
. i{replied that this did not concern him in the leultzj

v
volmmbe o h wae

-

[o———

- e By memorandum dated July 25, 1963, from Evans to

: Belnont, Evans reported that EKennedy stated he was .of the
Jopinion that his request for telephone surveiliance on King
Thad been ill-advised and that he was vithdrnving his request.

b Memorandum of October 7, 1963, to the Axtorney General
from the Director requested a telephone surveillance on King
at bis residence 563 Johnson Avenue, Northeast, Atlanta, Georgia.
\g:il was approved under the written signature of Xennedy dated
tober 10, 1963, A telephone surve ance wvas installed on
lbvenber 8, 1963, and discontinued on April 30, 1965,

Memorandum dated October 18, 1963, to the Attorney

" Genaral rnnungtnd a 'l'-'ln?hnnn survei 11.7\9- nn ring at his

office, the uthern Chrisiian Leadership Conference, 330 'g

> Aabura Avenus,’' Fortheast, Atlanta, Georgia. This was epproved T

R ’ on the wr ten nature of Kennedy dated October 21, 1963, e
£ Telephone surveillance was:installed on October 21, 1963 i

'- f‘:-,:,J,.f and discontinued on Jume 21, 1966, S TRt

”
n“

R

VYhile Kennedy did personally sigan two requests for

T telephone surveillances on King, he did mot |1¢n any microphone *
survelllance regquests, The -icrnnhnnn survelllances were put s
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. on by Bureau officials (The Director, Belmont, Sullivam, &

Baumgardner) actiang under general authority relating to the
Attorney General. During 1964 microphone surveillance coverage

mam wmIlmnad an Pine djpmdne hio tnavale +o WanhdnotbtAan n n
WAS Pi&cCed Ofi RLILE GUIiNE NiS LIr&Ve.isS U0 Wasuibgion, . L.

T Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Honolulu, Hawaii; Los Angeles, California;
) Detroit, Michigan; San Francisco, Californil; and Savannah,
Georgia. _
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By -e-orandnn datod Iarch l 1964 tron r, J.
Bau-gardnor to Mr. ¥, C. Sullivan rocon-ended and approved
that Evans personslly deliver to the Attorney General a copy
of a "Top Sche” memorandum containing results of

-~ microphone surveillances of Eing and hig associates while at

. the Willard Hotel in Washington, D. C., during January 5 - 7, b‘TG‘-/

1964, and during February 18 - 25, 1964, while King was in
Bonoiilil Hawalii, and los Angelet, Canii_
!t also contained King's vilification of the late President and

his wife, The memorandum was delivered by Evans on March 10, 1964,

oo e o R

Memorandum from Evans to Belmont of September 11, 1964,
reported that Xennedy before leaving office had instructed
that the "Top Secret"™ memorandum submitted to him by the FBI
L be returned to the Bureau since he did not feel this material
“rger: - ghould go to the general Departmental files. Evans recommended
that +tha copyY n’ ths --fewi-‘ ha AdAastravad Tha Nirantadaw

v AN W - AR A4 & Lo J e waA v,v- 4 S Afdul W WWFL

instructed that it vas not to be destroyed but kept im file ' ,
with Evans' memorandum, The contents of the "Top Becret™ . .
memorandum clearly indicate that the information came fro- a
microphone surveillance.

L
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Memorandum 1 - Mr. Sullivan Carenen
A & 1 - Mr, C. D. Brennan _ oi”
4 4 a5
™ : Mr. W, C. Sunivu\p \ 7 DATE: April 18, 1938CUN E‘L
| . JUNE . Rozamus N
FROM #es. & pxr—ay SK : Holbes
C. D. Brennag [ioow - rerw 11, 3-2. 4. . Bldgeway
) OF BEVIEW
© SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
N ) SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST
- '/:‘ ™
. This is to advise you of past electronic surveillances
J{(' that we had installed for the purpose of securing intelligence data

concerning the late Martin Luther King, Jr., former President of

the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC).

vt
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Installed Discontinued Type

'3 11/8/63  4/30/65
7 1/5/64 1/8/64
) > 1/271/64 1/27/64
. 2/20/64
: 2/21/64
. 2/24/64
B 3/20/64
; 34/33/64 4/24/64
i :4/24/34 4/26/64
€D —. -3
i y 7/7/64 7/9/64
q 100_ 106670 Classified by

|
RLR :s88

6 MAY 631988

';'55

4
3
]
i
i

Exempt from G
Date oi Declassdnc?nsfgiﬁw

. v, 11

Wiretap:

Microphone
Microphone

Microphone

Microphone

licroph{9@115

Microphone

Microphone

Wiretap

B St s e o

Location

563 Johnson Avenue, N.E.,
Atlanta, Georgia

Willard Botel, Washington, (
Shroeder Hotel, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin

Hilton Hawaiian Village,

Honolulu u, Hawnii

California

Hyatt House Motel,

Los Angeles, California
Statler Hotel, Detroit,

ichi /00
REC ‘s'eﬁ.tg:"m&,.é.i%

California
Hyatt Bonm.'»gl‘\rlmﬂol Angelles
California

Hyatt H el I Anggles

°‘1 AL /LY
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Memorandum C. D, Brennan to Mr. W, C.

~
(

MARTIN LUTHER

100~-106670

-
en

KING, JR.

Installed Discontinued Type

7/1/64 7/9/64
8/14/64 9/8/64
8/22/64 8/27/64

9/28/
1/8/6

64 10/2/64
9 1/11/65

1/28/65 1/31/65

3/29/

65 3/31/65

5/12/65 5/13/65

10/14/65 10/15/65

10/28
11/29

/65 10/30/65
/65 11/30/65

In addition to the above coverage of King, the following

Microphone
Wiretap
Wiretap

Microphone
Microphone

Microphone
Microphone
Microphone
Microphone
Microphone

Microphone

coverage was afforded the SCIC.

Installed Discontinued Type

10/24/63 1/24/64
11/8/63 6/21/66
7/13/64 7/31/64

All of the above wiretap surveillances were authorized

Wiretap
Wiretap
Wiretap

Sulliva

UUM—M‘ ‘ _.“-\'fibcat ion

Hyatt House MNotel, Los Angelps,
California

125 East 72nd Street,

New York, New York

Claridge Hotel, Atlantic City,
New Jersey

Manger Hotel, Savannah, Georgiia
Park Sheraton Hotel,

New York, New York

Americana Hotel,

New York, New York

Park Sheraton Hotel,
New York, New York
Sheraton Atlantic Hotel,
New York, New York
Astor Hotel,

New York, New York

New York Hilton Hotel,
New York, New York
Americana Hotel, LA.
New York, New York

!

Location |

New York Office
Atlanta Headquarters
New York Office

under the signature of the then Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy
who on 10/10/63 authorized the coverage pf King's residence and an

e R o an
Vel

SCLC.

headquarters of SCLC on 10/21/63.
during the administration of President John F, Kennegy.

Attorney General Kennedy did not sign any microphone
Microphone surveillances were authorized Wy
Bureau officials acting on general authority relating to the

surveillance requests.

dezmem o 3
AULUIT RUUITH

Attorney General.

<

CTION:

None, Fo

8 to which he =may ®sove, and the New York Office
He also authorized wiretap coverage of King and the Atlanta
These authorizations were give

r information.

Wrnmls MAESL on
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#a - “Memorandum o
Bt | e -
-4 '!0 . :Mr, WaC, Sullivan DATE: December 19,

Pl

Mr. Deloach

Mr, Wick )
Sullivan ' Gandy #ﬁ

h. c. D. m-.mn )

Mr. Rozamus .

¥Mr. D. M, Wells

e

3 #ma :€. D. Brennanafg
v s

6§Uij : MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
SECURITY MATTER - COKIUNIST

1&%%
Yt (e (e Bt b b
[ I B 2 |
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: By- memorindum dated 12/15/66 you were advised of
the -1cr0phone and wire tap coverage we had afforded Martin
Luther King, Jr., President, Southern Christian Leadership ~
Conference. ‘The Director wrote "When?" concerning the three *
times Attorney General Nicholas deB Katzenbach was advised

~alf tha mdamianhaiane dMNomdbaT1Tadbdama o F O o N —

Vi LTuUT ELLIVDpULUOOT installations and LORL lrespass waAD
involved. Also the Director wrote "When?" concerning tho {w

by o
iy

PYRRPORE S e
'*"“il"

AL INEERMATONNTANGD

b

microphone coverage of King furnished Attorney General
Robert F. Kennedy, perusal of which would indicate that a -
microphone was the source of this information.

29

——nty

Attorney General Katzenbach was :dvised on the
dates indicated by memorandum, that trespass was 1nvolvod
in the following microphone installations: : t

M
'

= ) - Attoraey. General
- Installed Discontinued Location : Advised
Tz ~ocatlon
5 R 5/12/65 5/13/65 Sheraton Atlantic LT 5/11/65
ggr .- Hotel o
_ New York, New York * ;: 7
10/14/65  10/15/65  Astor Hotel 10/19/65 &,
Kew York, New York vy
| 1/20res 3
11/29/65 * 11/30/65 Americans Hotel 12/1/65
New York, New York &, N
N\ &

Attorney General Robert P. Kennedy was furanished
an eight page "Iop Secret” memorandum Waiged dated I tﬁF
E;:;;’gl_;sgg. This memorandum is a summary ol microphone
age

atzorded King (NGNS io the lﬂs@l ?\
Willard Hotel, Washington, D. C.; Hilton Hawaiian Village,

Honolulm, lavaii- Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles, Cnlitornis,"
and the Hyatt House Motel, Los Angeloa, California., The
wordiag of the -e-ornndu- is couched in such a-manner that lt

is obvioua that a licrophono was the source, ' 'Also furnished
- 2L L 20w, NNy 0
LBECI oo - FILL ¥CTY LBl | W
CONTINUiI=51ﬂBII

R BT

---:==== :
0

_"_'3---




;; . Segorandus to Mr. Ww. C. Sullivaa o
% RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. : |

; 100-106670 S B

i 7 .

. e T :

3 . By memorandum dated 9/11/64 former Assistant
turn of the

ki pirector Courtney A. Eva orded the re

memoranda concerning Kinhtron Attorney b7(8)
L. General Kennedy wherein Ev ogmende e destruction of

2 his mat " +pe Director noted "They are not to be

E: estroyed but are to be 71Ted with this meno. H.Z They have
in accordance

;*E since beep maintalfied under ge cifcumstances
:;-’ with the Director s w gshes,

ACTION:

——————————

None. For ipformatiom.




SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

-

D
E:‘ , July 7, 1964, to July S1, 1964, a wire tap was maintained on the

itepery a

Tivdiin

{

Memomndum O - Ml Wick 2

. Mr, W, C., Sullivan DATE: December 15, 1 i#
} ROM : C, D. Brenn \ ;X“| » . JUNE EE%%;%;;
6 ) -n(bl s S

-
i

?l‘rinq{‘

elinite
=

n_l‘m._{.

N IJTE IN © NVELAPE
:.L'I:NITED snrzsifovmnmam im“ %ch?:

1 ol .r. DOL0.0'I ul'por

- Mr., Sullivan

- Mr, C,D, Brennan
= Mr. Rozamus

- Mr. D .M, Wells

bk ol d et

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST

1 This is to advise you of the microphone and wire tap
coverage that we have afforded Martin Luther Xing, Jr., President
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. i l . r

As you are aware King has been in close association with
individuals having Communist Party baczg:oundl since his rise to

o —

prominence in the civil rights field. ong such individuals

is his principl advisor Stanley Levison, a long-time secret
communist whose membership in the Communist Party, USA, has been
established as late as July, 1963;] Clarence Jones, another close
advisor to King, was a former member and in a position of leadershi]
in the Labor Youth League a communist front organization, Bayard
Rustin, another of King's close adviso ) {
|{Communist League in the early 1940's

- ——

L e — e o

: On October 10, 1963, Attorne zﬁwAneral Roberft ¥, Kenn:
:] approved tech‘lEiI'aurveiIlances on King's curreént res{denge or
at any further address to which he may -of"‘“!ﬁ:Zlgo approved the
techniéidl surveillancé® 67 the Southern Christian Leadérship
Conference New Yoik Tity Officc or_any other nddrqss to which it
lay bé moved, T

A wire tap was installed on King's residence, 563 Johnson

}
r Avenue, Northeast, Atlanta, Georgia, on November 8, 1963, and

discontinued on April 30, 1865, when King moved fro- this address.
vas not reinstituted on hil new residence. L

-

From October 24, 1963, to January 24, 1964, and from

Southern Christian Loaderlhip Conreronce New York City Office.
In addition, on October 21, 1963, Attorney General Kennedy authorim
) a_wire tap on the soufhorn Christian Leadership Conference ~ |
louﬂgB;rtox' at Atlanta, Georgia, which was maintained from |
iy mber 8, 1963, to June 31, 1966, when Attorney General Nichol:
- de trzenbach ordered it ll-continuod since he thought it
'| be_grejudicial to_the possible prosecution of Hosea Willlams,' &
lggthorn‘;hriltian Leadership Conference gtticigl undo Interlt
Transportation of Stolen Motor Vehicles Statuto..

e
C JAN 23 1957.5 e
Vilai SRty G
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In addition to the foregoing we maintained 16 \

Memorandum to Mr, W, C. Sullivan
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,
100-106670 '

microphones and 4 wire taps of a few days duration at varioug
hotels and one temporary residence. These were installed
because of the possibility of a meeting hetween Xing and his
communist advisors. The 4 wire taps were installed under the
briginal authority given by the Attorney General on 10/10/63
conterning XKing's residences. o L

1 Attorney General Katzenbach was specifically
notified of three of these microphone installations. _In _each
of these three instances the Attorney General was advised l l

(] that a trespass was involved in the installationm,

i In addition, concerning microphone coverage of
1x1ng, Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy was furnished the
pertinent information obtained, perusal of which would indicate

'//I that a microphone was the source of this information,

. ACTION.
\
. None. For information.
N |
Fy‘f.(;
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Domestic intelligence Division

INFORMATIVE NOTR

13/17/66

Attached conversation between
Stanley Levison and Chauncey
Eskridge relates to possibility of
electronic surveillance coverage
by FBI of Martin Luther King.
Levison is long~time secret ”L
communist and Eskridge is a Chid g
attorney; both are King advisors,

We did maintain telephone ta
coverage of King from szrnb%rﬂ!éf_q
1963,until June .

’ 158, & #xr- 98P 1-24 45— -

JH :cec :£ASON - FCII‘;.;L
1 DATE OF REV
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Date: 12/16/66

T R

Trﬁnnn the following in

. {Type in plaintext or code} (74
AIRTEL
(Priority) i Miss Holmes ____
““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““ L Mias Gandy
.a TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) JUN

i’rRou: SAC, NEW YORK (100-136585) M

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. v
R IVINEW ’Ecuﬂtf}; maTTER~CO pmmuni? T :i'
i

OFFE pF R &id: ATLANTA >

SAC DONALD E. RONEY of NY and Inspector JOSEPH SIZO0O.
of the Bureau concer-g.ng conference of STANLEY LEVISO

and EHAUNCEY(ESKRIDG () 1370)

u 12/16/66, a source close to
fS EVISON, advxse at information had " f.L
come to his attentlon which disclosed that LEVISON T
and CHAUNCEY (CHAUNC RIDGE, Chicago attorney arm’/’
adviser to KING), werd in contact on that date. Accading .m
to the information received by the source, their cantact
was in regard to the current controversy over Uavesdropp
Their comments were as follows:

LEVISON: "This'is‘sométhing we havecknown %
about for years. We never knew who it was and chances g
are it was not just one but several. Surely the loccal’ ’
community used to do it, but anytime he (KING) talke
on the phone he knew he had visitors."

.CHAUNCEY: "That's the first time that it ;ver
came out knowledgeable that the FBI was doing this.% +

&- Bureau (RM) . REC- 4 /06""/4’/'{‘
1 - New York S

e

Re telephone conversation, 12/¥/66, between -

*‘ .
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LEVISON: "Oh yea. That's right. Although'
actually it was communicated to him (XKING)".

CHAUNCEY: "We knew it but the publié didn't know it.’
LEVISON: "The public didn't know it" '

CHAUNCEY: "Except that Hoover {(Director Hoover
of the FBI) called that press conference after that little
flap about him. Then Hoover disclosed to newsmen in an
off the record meeting of news women. Remember he had
the conference with the news women.™

LEVISON: "That is right. Yea. What did he
say that time to the news women?"

CHAUNCEY: "It was stated in the press that it
was off the record, but that he told things about ML (KING)
that they allegedly didn't know before. We never knew what
he said, but the fact that he did communicate to news women.
this information is how Reston knew about it."

LEVISON: "It's always been well known that they
have secret files on everybody from the President down,
and this the press has talked about. As a matter off&ct,
it came up at that time because they said what's going
to happen to those conf}dential files when Hoover resigns '
or dies., Who gets them. And of course everyone in
Washington is nervous about that." ‘

CHAUNCEY: "I don't blame them."

LEVISON: "This sort of thing you see, has a funny
kind of quality to jit. People are nervous--on the otherhand,
the feila who has them can't use them because then
he's in trouble. So it's a kind of equilibrium, £
_that gets established., One of those funny stodes I . %W
mber from years ago was the racketeer Dutch Shhultz,,'
 of the big operators in this area. He knew his phonn_‘
} always tapped. And he never entered a phone
wversation without saying, *I hope your ears fall offﬁ
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Special Agent in Charge Roney, New York Oftico chlled
on 1/20/66 and sadvised that Martinm Luther King, Jr,, and so-a
of his associates have a reservation at the Americana Hotel,

beginning 1/21/56 forp spproximately four gdays. Xisg and his

party will have Rooms 5555 3437, “The New York Office has f

available Room 3335 fros which it advises it can maintain a -~

microphone surveillance on King with full security asgyred

-and without the nse_of any wiring. (i )
We bhave had prior information that King planned to meet

with some of his advisors with communist backgrounds, such

Harry Wachtel and Clarence Jones this week in New York City. L

Past confarences with such advisors have shown the commnnist
influence exerted by them upon King relative to the racial

situation s well as the thgcﬁ—;‘ud_ PPy 70_2 Qa‘
New York Office Tequested author!tym daf¥5the -
microphone surveillance instailation the night of 1/20-31/68,
fo be activated 1/21/66 ?mwuritmm—!? also
requested authority for expﬁ of up to $35 per day for
the moaitoring room, o
'Y ~ 2 A-Q_‘l.-ho‘-_,-_‘ Afh ' o

o-u--a..l':.\l-—r""

<« On New Y 's assurance that full security was
available and since time was of the essence, New York was

Enll b wn ahaad with tha dn=tallatinan asad was alan -nfhns-luﬂ
WAL 4 sv BLUAGELW Wi Wvil wilAT JllEP A AT PAVE iAW WHERE WTWAPV WU VIAWE e

to make the necessary expenditure for the monitoring %
Attached for approval is a memorandum to the Attorney neral
advising him that thig microphone surveillance will be activated
*'n 1/21/66 and will be ifmmediately discontinued upon King'c

epart on or 'bo‘_lf:ﬁl/zs 66 re.
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gy oo TWNe (IS) 100-106670 -
i E . January 21, 1066
‘ MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Fd

Lo

EE@# - This Bureau's investigatjion of communist

A influence in racial mattere has developed considerable
information indicating the influence upon Martin Luther
King, Jr,, head.of the Southerm Christian Leadership
Conference, by individuals with subversgive backgrounds such
as Stanley David vison, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rustin and
others. From time\to time, King meets with these individuals
and coverage of the meetings by this Bureau results in the
obtaining of evidence.of the influences upon King as well as
information concerning .the tactics and plans of King and his
organization in the civil rights movement, The coverage of
these meetings also has developed information concerning \41
King's involvement in the Vietnam situation, These meeting LL
frequently take place in hotel rooms in New York City.

; ~

-

On January 20, 1966, information was received that
King plans to arrive in New York City on January 21, 1966, and
will stay at the Americana Hotel, 52nd Street and 7th Avenue,
New York City, from January 21, 3966, until approximately
January 25, 1966, We also had information that King planned
to meet with his advisors this week in New York City.
Because of the importance of the nébting and the urgency of
the situation, a microphone surveillance was effected
January 21, 1966, on King in Rooms 3435 - 3437, Americana (L
Hotel, New York City, Mhia survelll e involved trespass,
It will be immediately discontinued w his departure,
. { '
{ Very truly yo s

H
I ~ Johm Bdgar Hoover
' Director
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*s Obviously these are part.icnla.r];
< aencat.o surveillances and we
) ‘should be very cautious in terms
%+ the non-FBI people who may from :
time to time necessarily be involved
,.-:- .in some aspect of installation. /b-—
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS 11/10 /o (
FEDERAL BUREAL OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. I0335
Ia Reply, Plaase Refer w

Fils N, (13) 100‘105570 December 1, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL "

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

This Bureau®s investigation of the communist
e influence in racial matters has developed considerable infor-
B A mation indicating the influence upon Martin Luther King, Jr.,
i bhead of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, by
individuals with subversive backgrounds such as Stanley David
T Levison, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rustig]nnd others, From time
i &; \] to time, King meets vith these individuals and coverage of
\‘ these meetings by this Bureau results in the obtaining of
*\4 \bﬂ ‘ evidence of the influences upon King as well as information

concerning the tactics and plans of King and his organization

Sg in the civil,rights movement, The coverage of these meetings’

also has developed information concerning King's involvement
in the Vietnam situation, These meetings frequently tak
place in hotel rooms in New York City.

On Noveaber 29, 1965, information was obtained that -
King was to spend the night of November 29, 1965, at the
|
ﬁ”
[ g

CIES
FIED reFI~Ls

AND
APVIce:

T
SLI L, LTS s

APPRCPRIATE ACEN

~
EZ

Americana Hotel, 52nd Street and 7th Avenue, New York City,

We also had infornntion that XKing planned to meet with his

advisors while in New York C:l.ty, November 29-30, 1965,

Because of the importance of the meeting and the urgency of
%) the situation, a microphone surveillance was effected November 29,
v 1965, on King in Rooms 3609—3611, Aefricana Hotel, Kew York City.
hiiﬁ This survez;;unceL}nvoxveu trespass /and was discontinued on “-

November 30, 1965, :
Respectfully, /‘Jir
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X () 100-108e78 /B2 December 1, 1965
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- RR: EARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. l-lr.Bla.nd

R i B a agdnar
This Dureau’s wmtiudmmm %

iafluence ia racial matters has developed comsideradle imfore Lq(c,)‘
mation indicatiag the inflwence wpom Nartim luther King, Jr.,

head of the Southern Christian Lesdership Coaference, by

individuals with .n'bnrsin b.cttroum such as Btanley David

ievison, Barry Wachtsl, Bayard tiz and others, TYrom time

S utm.mmuutmmnmmmrmd

' mmmmml-u“n@un

in the eivil rights movement. The coverage of these meetings
also has developed imformatios coaceraisg King's iavolvement -

. 4m the Vietnsm sitwmatica., These meetings frequemtly take - =
" place L= hote lmulu!mcuya_. . ,ﬁ_ul.
2. ." oun Boveaber 29, 1’“. iaformation was obtained: that g s
King was te spend the might of Novesber 39, 1985, at thé~ < 7
Americana Botel, 53ad Street and Tth Avewus, Bew York City. ., = @
Ye also had inforsation that King planned to meet with his - X
advisers while ia New Tork City, Bovember 29-30, 1965. o -
mdmm dthmth.nltlommyd x R

* the situstien, s microphowe surveillance wvas effectad Rovember 29,
1965. on King iz Rooms 3609-3611, Americana Notel, Nevw York cx‘ty.
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This surveiliance iEvoived trespass and Was SiSCORLIEGSG O W
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- This momorandun is classified “Secret” simoe it o
<., SeaceTna A microphone surveillamce, smauthorised disclosure N

s of which could result is serisns damece fo $he Bumeacn fa
) - e wr— e WP e O  WLERE Y
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security coverage te the detriment of mstional secwurity. Ul

L U m N - - ' ’ T
Nencrandum from ¥. J. Bewngardner to Wr. Sulliveam

11/28/63 reported the telephomic request of the Bew York Office

11/733/65 for authority te make iastallation of the

surveillance. In view of the wrgeacy of the situstica and ea

Bow York's assurance of full security, they wers iastructed te

make the iastallation., Oa the afteracom ef 11/30/65, the

Basw Yoy AFCPlasn alachsomi ccT Ve odod ol Ak 4 A6 8- . _s@.w . .
o3 4 4% SELFPSVEIUALLY BUVIDWE TREY TRIS BUTVELiILGRCe,

vas isstallied in Rooms 3609-3611 '
1aved 1130 p.u., 11/30/88. R/39/88 1, 70)
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TO » : ~MNr, Sulliva._.l‘ A : ‘pDaTE: 11/29/65 g‘:;:%
. Cu ' cha;l
o N 1 - Mr, Belmont l/ e
, FRom i F, J, Baumgardner 1 - :r gullivandn O
| p bz hn BEREVT s il
' SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHEé/KInG JR. 1l -~ Mr. Donohue ' -
& 1 - Mr. Phillips &

e SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST
e - - C o

£
of?

e o= Special Agent in Charge Roney7 Rew York Office,
: 0 called this morning (11/298/65) and advised that Martin Luther
S \‘ Eing, Jr., and some of his assocliates have a reservation at

Q}% the Amsriegnﬁ Hotel in New York City, arrival about 2 p.=m,,
o~ [ Q. Pl 13 /88

1 today {31/29/65),.. Eing will probably stay only one night as

Py he is to be in Washington, D. C., 11/30/65. King and his

= party will have Rooms 3609 - 3611. The New York Office has
available Rooa 3508 from which it advises it can maiptain a :
microphone surveillance on King, with full security assured ||,
Z:j and without the use of any wiring. . .

ERE £

¥e have had prior information that King will meet
with some of his advisors with communist backgrounds, such
| ag{3tanley Levisdn =and Harry WachteI}) These conferences

) BYALTAZ

-
b,
with his advisors have shown the communist influence upon
~ e

+
i

757

King relative to the racial situation as well as the Vietn
- situation,

— The New York Office requested authority to make the :
migrophone surveillance installation immediately with fall LL '
gsecurity assured and also requested authority for expenditure of
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up to $35 per day for the monitoring room. e
. ) g %4’1510"/5‘7 70— 21 8 2'unh(b
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On New York's assurance thats full pécurity 'u(“"

available and since time was of the essence, New York was told
‘to go ahead with the installation as -piznned and was slso

suthorized the necessary expenditure for the monitoring room.
Inasmuch as the installation will be made today (11/29/65) and
L . deactivated immediately upon King's departure, probably 11/30/65,
miwe will promptly submit a memorandum to the Attorney General
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s ale: 12/1/65 :

Transmit the following in |

. N N (Type in plaintext or cade! :

Via AIRTEL B

o | {Priorisy} 9
P — — —— it e e e — —— e ik . - — o ——— it e e A o e e e —— L o e e e

o 10: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670)

o " FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-136585) JUNE
“tyede

’ﬂ
* SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER-KING, JR.
SM-C

. Re Bureau telephone c¢all by Inspector J.A.SIZ0O,
C 11/30/65, authorizing installation of misur coverage of KING
S at the Americana Hotel, New York City, 11/29-30/65.

On 11/29/65, at 3:45 PM, coverage was effected on
rooms 3609-3611 e rooms assigned to KING and ANDREW YOUNG.
JThe. Ekurce was monitored from robm Bﬁ% b(3) A?(Q)L

__ On 11/30/65, at 1:30 PM, coverage was discontinued
following KING's dpparture.
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL.
{(v.5.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1188

SOUTHERX CHRISTIAN LEADER
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET
CIVIL ACTION NUMBZR 76-118

Serial 20954 pulled from this file under court order of
U.S5. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr.. and sent to
National Archives
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"] Clerk
1,8( ' ACTION DESIRED
] Acknowledge [ Open Cose
‘"',] Assign Reossign — [ Prepare lead cards
] Bring file [ Prepare tickler
t {1 Call me ] Recharge serials
C:] Correct [C] Return assignment ccml
2 3 Deadiine {3 Return file
- Deadline passed {1 Return serials 1‘
N Delinquent [ Search and rctur& bb
{1 Discontinve _ {1 See me .o
. [ Expedite e LSend Saials \
b Gl File . =
For information Wew charge out
a % . £ nitial & return ‘ ubmit report by
= * €3 Leads need attentiofmmme 3 TyP tumaeree <
'j"_: fam 3 G Return with explonahon or notation as to action taken. 4
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BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M, KELLEY, ET AL.
(U.S.D.C. . D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185

SOUTIImT CERISTIAN LEADERSHIP
V. CLsRENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL
CIVIL ACT1ON NUMBER 76-1186

Serial Jaé‘/ pulled from thi¢ file under court order of
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to

National Archives. -
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FBI :
t
Date: 11 /g /65 T
Transmit the foliowing in !
{Type in plain text or code) :
Via AIRTEL |
(Priority} ) i
e P L
N
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) W
bro FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-136585)
SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

SM-C

JUNE

Re Bureau telephone call dated 10/28/65,

authorlizing misur coverage of KING at the New York Hilton Hotel,
10/28/65.

On 10/28/65, at 2:30 p.m., misur coverage was
effected on rooms 2307-2308, KING's rooms at the NY Hilton

o he aource —nrﬁﬂ Ry S T Y

wWad LWONLVOT'ed 1Trom Toom

T sou »
2206. oOn 10/30/65, at 2: -p.m., the source was discontinued.
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*, that there would be, It appeared to the New York Office that
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Mr. SuW% DATE: 10/29/65 Salliven
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’ Jela. Room
P. J. Baumgardnep 1 « Mr, Sullivan o
-{’ 1l = Mr. Baumgardner
& 1l = Mr, Donohue
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. l - Mr, Phillips
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST
-

- At 11 a.m., 28/65 I took a telephone call
from f the New York Office
who advised that they had just obtained information that

Martin Luther King, Jr., was to arrive in New York City at

12:49 p.m, that date (10/28/65) and that he was planning on
staying at the Hilton Hotel, aid that they
were in a position " to 1nsta11 with full sécurity assured, a

mioranhans Gﬂl:ﬂ:ﬂ{"‘unnn ’nlpnw\ e mser o '4--'— mrnddend de o
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because of the copmunist influences frequently revealed
concerning King. requested authority for the

installation and expenditure of $30 per day for the rental
of a room for monitoring purposes, baid that
Sas— EOAC L LSS
ppRould be used and I i}

- Because time was of the
he necessary authority on hisg

CONF, IKY

The New York Office telephonically advised foday. | (z)
(10/29/65) that the misur had been installed to cover King's bj@)
room at the Hilton Hotel but that to date nQ_EEEggal -
1g§§l;1g§gce had been forthcoming nor was there ahy indication
ha

essence, I gave -
assurance of full security.

King's stay in New York City was for the purpose of meeting

a speech commitment in Westchester County the night of 10/29/65,
New York advised that the misur would be discontinued immediately
upon xing 8 departure,- - . - . n N
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UNITED STATES DE TMENT OF JUSTICE

- : FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
f:.. WASHINGTON, D.C. 108535
R 1S) 100-106670 . B
T Sy S _ October 19, 1965
e .’
« 2% TG - :
E MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
v W RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,
T .
%f:%ﬁ This Bureau's investigation of the commuhist influ-
SIVE" T ence in racial matters has developed considerable information
LT indicating the influence upon Martin Luther King, Jr,, head
of the Southern Christian leadership Conference, by individualg
e with subversive backgrounds such as Stanley David Levison,
LS Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rustin and others, From time to time,
e King meets with these individuals and coverage of these
LA meetings by this Bureau results in the obtaining of evidence
e of the influences upon King as well as information concerning
Sk & ) the tactics and plans of King add his organization in the
o e civil rights movement, The coverage of these meetings also
B B has developed information concerning King's involvement in the )
b Vietnam situation. These meetings frequently take place 1n‘fLL.
45 hotel rooms in New York City., T,
%{2

On October 14, 1965, information was obtained that
King was to spend the night of October 14, 1965, at the
Astor Hotel in New York City, ¥e also had information that

™ ":‘
T R T
Y i B TR Fed £ Mgl T

) King planned to meet with his advisors while in New York City,
* October 14-15, 1965, Because of the importance of the meeting
i and the urgency of the situation, a microphone surveillance

e AR (B

was effected October 14, 19865, on King in Room 345, Astor Hotel,}|
44th Street and Broadway Avenue, New York City, This surveil-

ﬁf‘ ] lance involved trespass and was discontinued on October 15, 1965,
ni‘ T Respectfully,
i =

e - f ’ ’ ———

e A
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Iz October 19 1965
Wl 1l =« Kiss Holmes
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’ / : = 1 = Mr, Bland

RE: MNARTIN LUTNER xm. Jr, 1 =~ Mr, Baumgardner

' This Burean's investigatioa of the communist iaflue. N
ence in racial matters has developed coosiderable imformatioa b’?(
pdicating the influence uwpos Bartia Luther King, Jr., head

eof the Southern Christian Leadership Conference,by individuals

ith subversive backgrounds suck as Stanley Darid lLevison,

Tachtel, Bayard Rustin and ethers. From time to tiwe,

g mosts viﬁ these individuals and coverage of these

ptings by this Buresu results in the obtaining ef evidence

the influences wpos King as well ss iaformation concerning

he tactics and plans of King and his organization fiu the

sivil rights movemont. The coverage of these wmeetings also
developed informatlos coucerning King's involvemeat in the
ietanam situation, These mostings troqvultlj take place in ux,)
otel rooms u New l’otk City. _

On October 14, 19685, utomtm s obta&nod tut
) Kise muwmmtuwmu. 1965, at the .
Astor Botel ia New York City. Ve slso had information that
-Kipg planned te meet with Ais .advisors while ia New York City,
October 1418, 1965, mﬂmhpoa'tmcozthemtm
J and the urgency of the situatiem, & micropbosc surveillasce (L
was offected October 14, 1968, em King ta Boou 3435, Astor lotel/

44th Streoet and Broadwny Avesue, New York City, This surveil-
|MM1MWMMM€M@O¢W 15, 196

‘ """e:uov_ mﬁa&s m,.,"c-_'rm




Lt RN .
o g’f‘ e b i .
ar - % “,, Ea
evy;ﬂ
g This memorandum is classified "Secret™ simce it
N eoncerns a microphone surveillance, unanthorized disclosure
s of which could result in serious damage to the Bureau's |},
L §? : security coverage to the detriment ef national security. ‘
n W o -
v oA Nesorandum froa ¥.C, Sullivan to Nr. Balibnt

10/14/65 reported the telephonic request of the New York Office
10/14/65 for authority to make installiation of the microphone

;T;;f surveillance, In view of the urgency of the situstioa and on

e T Few York's assurance of full security, they were instructed te

w3 make the installatio k airtel 10/15/65 report at
S oTe surveillance was installed im Room 345

Ve was discontinued 1 p.m., 10/15/65,
e la (D)
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Date:  10/15/65 :
|
Transmit the following in — " '
{Type in plaintext or code) :
AIRTEL v
Via — —
(Priority} |
e e e e e e e e e 1 e | I
TO DIRECTOR, FBI {100-106670) .
L FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-136585)
?/// SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING /'FF> _
(‘“ ' SM-C : '
| b()'b 7(1))
On 10/1’4/65, at 6:00 p.m. ,—a misur
installed room 345, Astor Hotel, Times Square, NYC, registered
to subject. Inrormant nonitored room 445, Astor Hotel.

rcbl

Rb
reau {100-106670) (RH)
-HY (100-136585)

JJK:rm
5)
cc‘ch'j f\r-;/\_ o

on¢ 10/15/55, at 1 00 p m., informant discontinued.

Security assured
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT %..]i“—"“
MemorandumOUT IN ENVELOPE e
cll!
Nr. Belnz%{ . DATE: 12/14/65 ‘3:'1
A 12w mliivan i
We Wy ouJ-J-J-v7OI i : ;:: gzl;lgﬁ::ﬂner Gandy
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - Mr. Phillips ?3 ;f/e"‘
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST SORE

The New York Office called me this afterncon
(10/14/65) and advised that Martin Luther King, Jr., h

reservation for tonight at the Astor Hotel in New York City.
He is to be in Room 445,

The New York Office has available
Room 435 from which it advises it can maintain, with ﬁllfpw

security assured, a microphone surveillance on King,

" King has recently been conferring with his advisors
with communist_backgrounds,such as{Stanley David Levisou and
Harry Wachte on his visits to ;lew York City. We have specific
information that he plans to see_Hachtel/on this visit, His
conferences with these advisors have shown the communist il\

influence upon King relative to racial matters as well as théq W)
- Vietnam situation.

L
]

The New York Office requested authority to make
the nicrophone :lnstallation immediately with full securityu‘
a.ssured . i .

ACTION:

"'On New York's assurance that full security was _
available and since time was of essence, I told. New York ‘
te go ahead with the installation as planned., 1 a.lso .
authorized the necessary expenditure for the room fo

monitoring purposes. Mm,p f", Ré. ép/”i /re are

100-106670 PW X »(’ . .
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. DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106570)

sac, NEW YORK (100-130585)

o -
MARTIN IJJTHER KING, R,
SM-C .o . |
{00z AT) Howaiie o

% R | au and Atlanta, 5/18; 28/65, <.
sHE concerning KING while he 1s b‘[n)'
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The aforementioned is brought to the Bureads
and Atlanta's attention for whatever assistance 1t
might afford in the future.




